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FOREWORD 


IR Knicuts: On the evening of December 14, 1915, 
our good friend, Eminent Sir Ambrose Burnside 
White, Chairman of the Fiftieth Anniversary Com- 
mittee, imparted the information that your Recorder 

had been unanimously chosen by that Committee to serve 
in the capacity of historian. 

While hesitating to assume the task, wishing that there 
remained some one of ‘the old guard” who was familiar 
with the early history of this body, we knew that none of 
the Charter Members were living, save one who dimitted 
in 1872. 

So, realizing that a Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration with- 
out a historical review would be lacking in an indispensable 
feature, and that the work must needs be done by some- 
body, we accepted the commission and promised to do our 
best. 

We have, therefore, carefully searched the records and 
have endeavored to glean from them and elsewhere, such 
matter as we deemed might be of interest. 

The writer is conscious that he has digressed from the 
subject in hand at times, but this has been done only 
when such digression seemed warranted. 

As this is a first attempt at work of this nature, it is hoped 
that too great things will not be expected and that adverse 
criticisms will be tempered with charity. 

If the perusal of the pages which follow brings to you 
anything of information, or recollections that are pleasant, we 
shall feel well repaid for the many hours that have been 


spent in their preparation. 
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We wish to express thanks to Sir Franklin A. Smith, 
Recorder of Saint Johns Commandery, No. 1, of Provi- 
dence, R.I., Eminent Sir John F. Clark, Recorder of Holy 
Sepulchre Commandery, No. 8, of Pawtucket, R. I., Emi- 
nent Sir Herbert S. Eldredge, Recorder of Milford Com- 
mandery, No. 11, of Milford, Mass., and Eminent Sir 
Joseph Baker, Jr., Recorder of Calvary Commandery, 
No. 13, of Providence, R.I., for their kindnesses in looking 
up old records. 

Eminent Sirs Daniel Widmer Senior and Frederick Wilbur 
Arnold and Sir Samuel Alpheus Walker have furnished much 
valuable material for which we are deeply grateful. 

We wish especially to thank The Evening Call Publishing 
Company for their courtesy in giving access to the files of 
their paper and those of the Woonsocket Patriot and The 
Evening Reporter, which they also have in their keeping. 

H. H. W. 


Woonsocket, Rhode Island, 
December fourteenth, 
Nineteen Hundred Sixteen. 


FIRST DECADE 
1867-1876 


1867-1876 


exact, on Tuesday evening, January 8, 1867, there 

was held a meeting in Mason's Hall, Woonsocket, 
Rhode Island. This was not the Masonic Hall with which 
we of a later generation are familiar. It was located on the 
opposite side of Main Street in the Patriot Building, so 
called because of the fact that it was the home of The Woon- 
socket Patriot, then the leading and only newspaper pub- 
lished in the town. This building is now occupied by The 
Harris & Mowry Company as a department store. 

At this meeting there were present the following Knights 
Templars, members of various Encampments, principally 
Holy Sepulchre of Pawtucket, R. I., and Calvary of Provi- 
dence, R. I.: 


A BOUT two years after the close of the Civil War; to be 


Emerson Goddard William E. Coe 
Moses P. Roberts Ira W. Arnold 

John S. Needham Emmons Metcalf 
Edwin Daniels Arunah B. Armstrong 
James F. Smith Francis E. Leaver 
Albert Hakes Francello G. Jillson 
Elijah D. Wilcox Thomas A. Paine 


Stafford W. Razee 


We now quote from the Record: 

The meeting was organized by the choice of Sir Knight Emerson 
Goddard as Chairman and Sir Knight William E. Coe as Secretary. 

Sir Knight Goddard on accepting the chair made some appropriate 
remarks and stated the object of this meeting; to wit, the formation of 
an Encampment of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders in 
Woonsocket. 

A petition to the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the 
States of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, signed by all of the Sir 
Knights present, asking him to grant a dispensation for an Encampment 
at Woonsocket was then read. 

The Chairman then stated that the place in said petition for the 
names of the first three officers had been left blank and proposed that 
the same be filled by this meeting. 
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Ballots were taken forthwith and the names of 


Sir Knight Emerson Goddard, Eminent Commander 
Sir Knight Ira W. Arnold, Generalissimo 
Sir Knight John S. Needham, Captain General 


were chosen to be borne upon the petition which thus completed read as 
follows 


PETITION 


To the Most Eminent Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of 
the States of Massachusetts and Rhode Island 


Woonsocket, December 12, 1866 


WE the undersigned being Knights Templars in good standing and 
having the prosperity of the Knights Templars at heart and anxious to 
exert our best endeavors to promote and diffuse the genuine principles 
of the Order of Knighthood, and for the convenience of our respective 
dwellings, and other reasons us thereunto moving, we are desirous of 
forming a new Encampment in Woonsocket, Town of Cumberland, and 
State of Rhode Island, to be called The Woonsocket Encampment. 

We therefore pray for a dispensation empowering us to open and hold 
a regular Encampment at Woonsocket aforesaid, and therein to dis- 
charge the duties and enjoy the privileges of the Orders of Knighthood 
according to the landmarks and usages of the Order and the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the Grand Encampment, and we do hereby nominate 
and recommend Sir Knight Emerson Goddard as the first Eminent 
Commander, Sir Knight Ira W. Arnold as Generalissimo and Sir Knight 
John S. Needham as first Captain General, and should the prayer of 
this petition be granted, we do promise a strict conformity to the Con- 
stitution, Laws and Edicts of the Grand Encampment of the States of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and the general regulations of the 
Order of Knightltood. 


(Signed) 
Samuel Greene Pardon Sayles 
Moses P. Roberts J. F. Smith 
B. A. Slocomb Albert Hakes 
Thomas A. Paine Emerson Goddard 
Ira W. Arnold Allen Thayer 
Frank E. Leaver Francello G. Jillson 
Arunah B. Armstrong R. P. Eddy 
Wm. E. Coe John S. Needham 
S. W. Razee Lewis Holmes 
E. D. Wilcox Emmons Metcalf 
Edwin Daniels John Cady 


Joseph G. Ray 
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Whereupon it was voted: That the Chairman be and hereby is 
authorized and directed to forward the same to Holy Sepulchre Encamp- 
ment at Pawtucket, for its official recommendation, and then to forward 
the same to the Grand Master of the States of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, if approved by said Encampment. 


The next meeting was held in the same place, on Friday 
evening, February 8, 1867, twelve Sir Knights being present, 
when the committee consisting of the three officers recom- 
mended in the petition reported that they had received the 
Dispensation which was presented, read and unanimously 
adopted, as follows: 


TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 


GREETING: 

Whereas a petition of sundry Knights Templars residing in or near 
Woonsocket in the Town of Cumberland and State of Rhode Island 
praying that a dispensation may be granted them to open and hold an 
Encampment of Knights Templars and Councils of the Appendant Orders 
in said Town and whereas the same has been recommended as required 
by the regulations of our Grand Encampment 

Now know ye that I, Charles H. Titus, Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, by virtue of the power 
in me vested, do grant this my dispensation to Sir Knights 


Thomas A. Paine Emerson Goddard 
Pardon Sayles Ira W. Arnold 
Moses P. Roberts Allen Thayer 

J. F. Smith F. E. Leaver 

B. A. Slocomb F. G, Jillson 
Albert Hakes R. P. Eddy 
Arunah B. Armstrong E. D. Wilcox 
Lewis Holmes Edwin Daniels 
Emmons Metcalf Wm. E. Coe 
John Cady S. W. Razee 


John S. Needham 
Joseph G. Ray 


the petition aforesaid and to their associates and empower them to 
open and hold an Encampment of Knights Templars and Councils of 
the Appendant Orders at the place aforesaid to be called and distinguished 
by the name of Woonsocket Encampment, and to confer each of the 
several Orders upon such persons or person possessing the requisite 
qualification as they may deem proper; and I do by these presents 
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appoint Sir Knight Emerson Goddard as Grand Commander, Sir Knight 
Ira W. Arnold, Generalissimo Sir Knight John S. Needham Captain 
General with continuance to them of the said power and privilege until 
the next assembly of our Grand Encampment aforesaid to be held in 
May a. D. 1867 and no longer provided nevertheless that the said officers 
and members of the said Encampment pay due respect to our Grand 
Encampment and to the Constitution and Edicts thereof and in no way 
remove the ancient landmarks of our Order, otherwise this Dispensa- 
tion and all things therein contained to be void and of no effect. 

Given under my hand and the Seal of the Grand Encampment of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island this thirty first day of January in the 
year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-seven and 
the year of the Order Seven Hundred and Forty-nine. 

(Signed) Cuarves H. Titus 
Grand Master 
[SEAL] 


Attest: Solon THORNTON 
Grand Recorder 


An excerpt from the record of this meeting describes how 
the remaining offices were filled. 


Voted to take informal ballots to ascertain whom we should recom- 
mend to the Eminent Commander to be appointed to fill the several 
vacant offices under the Dispensation and the following named persons 
were recommended 


F. G. Jillson . 4 3 . for Prelate 
Stafford W. Razee .. » Sc W,. 

Moses P. Roberts s 3 . J. W. 

Allen Thayer A 3 : . Treasurer 

Geo. White. . . . . Recorder 

Edwin Daniels . . . . Standard Bearer 
Emmons Metcalf . . . Sword Bearer 
Albert Hakes 2» « « Warder 


whereupon the Eminent Commander appointed the aforesaid Sir Knights 
to fill those offices to which they had been recommended and he also 
appointed Sir Knights Thomas A. Paine, B. A. Slocomb, Elijah Wilcox 
as Guards, Sir Knight F. E. Leaver as Sentinel. . 


At this meeting Sir Knights Francello G. Jillson and 
William E. Coe were appointed a committee to draft a code 
of By-Laws, which was adopted June 11, 1867. 
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On April 9, 1867, 


a motion was made and voted that Sir Knight Ira W. Arnold serve as 
a committee to make arrangements with Morning Star Lodge and Union 
Chapter for the use of this Hall for the year ensuing. 


On April 23, 1867, a uniform similar to the one worn by 
the Sir Knights of Calvary Encampment of Providence was 
unanimously adopted to be the regulation for this Encamp- 
ment; also on this same date the first three officers were 
appointed as a committee to draw up and present a petition 
to the Grand Encampment for a Charter. 


On May 3, 1867, at a Special Assembly, the new Encamp- 
ment, U. D., was honored by the presence of Most Eminent 
Sir Rev. Charles H. Titus, Grand Master (who was a Past 
Commander of Saint Johns Encampment of Providence, 
R.I.), and Eminent Sir William B. Blanding, Grand Senior 
Warden, of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. The Order of the Temple was conferred 
upon the following Companions: Ariel Ballou, M. D., Most 
Worshipful Past Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island, 
Edgar K. Ray, later prominent in manufacturing and street 
railway affairs in this city and vicinity, and Joseph C. Jacobs. 

In his annual address to the Grand Encampment of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, on May 8, 1867, M.E. 
Sir Rev. Charles Henry Titus said, in part: 


On the thirty-first day of January 1867, I granted to twenty-three 
Sir Knights, residing in Woonsocket, R. I., a Dispensation to form and 
open an Encampment of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders 
within the town of Woonsocket, to be called ‘‘Woonsocket Encampment.” 

The consent of Holy Sepulchre Encampment was officially endorsed 
upon the petition which was headed by the venerable Sir Samuel Greene 
whose fourscore years have not lessened his interest in Masonry and 
Knighthood. . 

I made them an official visit on Friday evening, May 3 and wit- 
nessed their work on the Order of the Temple, which was well and 
accurately performed. They have received good instruction in the work 
and ritual of the Orders from Rev. Sir Daniel Rounds, Past Grand 
Commander of St. John’s Encampment. I feel assured that the inter- 


12 


ests of the Order will be safe in their hands. They will do their work 
well, and will be very careful to admit only sound material to the Temple. 

M.W. Ariel Ballou, M.D., Past Grand Master of Masons in Rhode 
Island, was one of the candidates on the evening of my visit. 


May 28, 1867. Evidently the infant organization was at 
this time the recipient of two invitations to visit Boston on 
Saint John’s Day, June 24, 1867: one from Calvary Com- 
mandery (we note here the unaccustomed use of the word 
“Commandery’’); the other from Saint Johns Encampment, 
both of Providence, R.I. Presumably the first named was 
the first received, for it was accepted and the thanks of the 
Encampment were sent to both bodies. 


We find no record of the pilgrimage to Boston, but at 
the Assembly held on June 21, 1867, Sir Knight Allen Thayer 
was appointed to serve as a committee 


to furnish music to march with from Hall to Depot. 


We assume that he did this by proxy and that it was the 
Woonsocket Cornet Band that really furnished the music. 


At the same Assembly Sir Knights Allen Thayer and 
F. G. Jillson were appointed a committee to procure railroad 
tickets. 

We are told that every member of the Encampment parti- 
cipated in the Pilgrimage to Boston, Mass., on June 24, 1867, 
the occasion being the dedication of the Masonic Temple at 
which Brother Andrew Johnson, then President of the 
United States, was present. 

This was not the Temple which is now located on the 
corner of Boylston and Tremont Streets, although it stood 
in the same place. 

In 1895 a fire occurred in the upper part of this building, 
damaging it to such extent that the building laws of the 
City of Boston would not permit of it being repaired, so it 
was torn down and the present Temple built on the same 
site. 
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Prior to either of these we are told that a Masonic Temple 
was built in 1831 on the corner of Tremont Street and 
Temple Place. This was later sold to the United States 
Government for a Custom House, and the Masonic bodies 
purchased the old Winthrop House, which also stood on 
the site of the present Temple. Near midnight on April 5, 
1864, the Winthrop House was destroyed by fire, and with 
it perished Masonic records and many objects of great 
historical value. 


The Woonsocket Patriot of June 28, 1867, contains the 
following glowing account of the pilgrimage: 


The Woonsocket Encampment of Knights 
Templars attended the dedication of the new 
Masonic Hall in Boston on Monday. 


just three lines in print; that was all. 


On September 19, 1867, an Assembly was held at which 
were present Sir Knights from Holy Sepulchre, Milford, 
Saint Johns, Worcester County, Calvary, and Old Colony 
Encampments, and the following officers of the Grand 
Encampment: 


M.E. Sir Rev. Charles Henry Titus, Grand Master 
R.E. Sir William Wilson Baker, Deputy Grand Master 
R.E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Captain General 
E. Sir Rev. John William Dadmun, Grand Prelate 
E. Sir William Bullock Blanding, Grand Senior Warden 
E. Sir William Parkman, Grand Treasurer 
E. Sir Solon Thornton, Grand Recorder 
E. Sir Horace Daniels, Grand Warder 
E. Sir Eben Flagg Gay, Grand Sentinel 


The Record reads: 


Woonsocket Commandery was then constituted into a just and 
regular Encampment of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders and 
the officers were then installed, namely 
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Sir Knight Emerson Goddard, Eminent Commander 
Sir Knight Ira W. Arnold, Generalissimo 

Sir Knight Stafford W. Razee, Captain General 

Sir Knight Francello G. Jillson, Prelate 

Sir Knight L. C. Tourtellot, Senior Warden 

Sir Knight Moses P. Roberts, Junior Warden 

Sir Knight Allen Thayer, Treasurer 

Sir Knight Samuel A. Walker, Recorder 


In the Grand Encampment Proceedings for the year 1867 
we read: 


The Most Eminent Grand Master installed Sir Emerson Goddard, 
M.E. Grand Commander and Right Eminent Sir William W. Baker, 
Deputy Grand Commander installed the remaining officers. 

The services of Constitution and Installation were concluded by a 
very able address by the Most Eminent Grand Master. 


M.E. Sir Rev. Charles Henry Titus, in his annual address 
to the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, said in reference to the constitution of Woonsocket 
Encampment: 


This new Encampment now organized under its Charter, is in excellent 
condition and is doing good work. 

One incident of the evening is worthy of mention. 

Sir Samuel Greene, whose name stands first in the list of Charter 
Members, was made a Knight Templar in Saint Johns Encampment, 
in 1821, and although suffering the weight of many years, and many 
bodily infirmities, he was present on this occasion, and manifested a 
deep interest in the ceremonies of constitution and installation. It is 
a beautiful truth, that our old men seem to have an increasing love for 
the Order, as they approach nearer to the Grand Asylum above, and 
when no longer able to work with us, still give us their blessing. 


Thus Woonsocket Encampment of Knights Templars and 
the Appendant Orders was ushered into a life that has 
attained to a half-century of years. 


The Charter granted at that time is a beautifully en- 
grossed and illuminated parchment, reading as follows: 
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CHARTER 
FROM THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS 
AND RHODE ISLAND. 


M.E. CHARLES H. TITUS, GRAND MASTER. 


WHEREAS, a petition has been presented to us, signed by Samuel 
Greene, Thomas Arnold Paine, Pardon Sayles, Emerson Goddard, 
Moses Peirce Roberts, Ira Wilbur Arnold, James Franklin Smith, 
Stafford Whipple Razee, Allen Thayer, Bethuel Albee Slocomb, Francis 
Edward Leaver, Francello George Jillson, Aruna Ballou Armstrong, 
John Shore Needham, Elijah Darling Wilcox, Joseph Garton Ray, 
Lebbeus Chandler Tourtellot, and Samuel Alpheus Walker, Knights 
Templars residing in the town of Woonsocket, in the County of Provi- 
dence and Commonwealth of Rhode Island, praying that a CHARTER 
may be granted to them, authorizing and empowering them to openand 
hold an ENCAMPMENT OF IXNIGHTS TEMPLARS in said town. 


AND WHEREAS, said petition was on this eighth day of May, A. p. 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, duly submitted to, and 
considered by our said Grand Encampment in open session; and it appear- 
ing that the rules and regulations in such case made and provided have 
been fully complied with, an order was passed, authorizing the prayer 
of the petition to be granted; 


NOW KNOW YE, that we, the Grand Encampment of Massacltu- 
setts and Rhode Island, reposing special confidence and trust in the 
fidelity, zeal, and masonic skill of the petitioners aforesaid, and for the 
purpose of diffusing the benefits of the order, and promoting the happi- 
ness of its members, do by these presents, constitute and establish the 
said petitioners, their associates, and successors, into an Encampment 
of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders, by the name of ‘Woon- 
SOCKET ENCAMPMENT or KniGuts TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
Orpers,”’ with full and adequate powers to confer the several orders of 
Knight of the Red Cross, Knight Templar and Knight of Malta, upon 
such person or persons, possessing the requisite qualifications, as they 
may think proper; and the said petitioners having selected the following 
Knights for the officers of said Encampment, we do hereby appoint 
SIR EMERSON GODDARD, M.E. Grand Commander; SIR IRA 
WILBUR ARNOLD, first Generalissimo, and SIR STAFFORD 
WHIPPLE RAZEE, first Captain General, of said Encampment, with 
continuance of the aforesaid powers and privileges to said petitioners 
and their successors FOREVER; said Encampment to take rank and 
precedence from the thirty-first day of January, A.D. one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-seven. 


PROVIDED NEVERTHELESS, that said officers and members, 
and their successors in said Encampment pay due respect to our said 
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Grand Encampment, and to the Constitution and Edicts thereof, and in 
no way remove the Ancient Landmarks of our Order, otherwise this 
Charter and all things therein contained, to be void and of no effect. 
GIVEN AT THE CITY OF BOSTON, in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, this nineteenth day of September, in the 
[sEzav ] year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
seven, and of our Order, seven hundred and forty nine. 
By order of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. 
Charles H. Titus, Grand Master 
William W. Baker, Deputy Grand Master 
Appa ae te eee Grand Generalissimo 
Benjamin Dean, Grand Captain General 
Solon Thornton, Grand Recorder. 


The Charter has been carefully preserved and guarded 
and is still in excellent condition. It is now removed from 
its place of safe keeping in the Safety Deposit Vault of the 
Citizens National Bank, once yearly, on the occasion of the 
Official Inspection. 

On these occasions it is not uncommon for the observing 
examiner of this document to ask why the name of the 
Grand Generalissimo is missing. To these queries, your 
Recorder replies that Right Eminent Sir Henry Butler, 
Grand Generalissimo, died during his term of office, on Mon- 
day, March 25, 1867. He was the second Commander of 
Calvary Encampment and served as such for three years, 
declining further re-election. He was a merchant residing 
in Pawtuxet, R. I., and was an arduous worker and supporter 
of the new Commandery, which he was instrumental in 
forming. He was buried in Swan Point Cemetery with 
knightly honors. That he was a beloved and honored Sir 
‘Knight, we may well believe, for in the Proceedings of the 
Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island we 
read that, at the Semi-Annual Assembly on May 8, 1867, 


The stall of the Grand Generalissimo was most elaborately draped 
by order of the Grand Master. A velvet pall with silver fringe lay upon 
the throne, bearing a large Latin cross of purple silk embroidered with 
silver, while across the transepts and nave were the words in silver 
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“T will arise again’; upon the canopy above were winged cherubs in 
silver while the entire pall was surmounted by a purple shield bearing 
in gold a pair of compasses upon the segment of a circle, with the letter 
“G" between the legs of the compasses; the shield was surrounded by 
a silver serpent with its tail in its mouth; above the whole glittered a 
large silver star of five points. In front of the stall was a chaplet of 
fragrant flowers in a large purple vase. 


Returning to the Constitution ceremonies, from which we 
have wandered, we read in the Record: : 


Woonsocket Encampment was then presented with a Holy Bible, 
one of the Great Lights in Masonry, by Sir Knight E. L. Freeman in 
behalf of the Sir Knights of Holy Sepulchre Commandery of Pawtucket, 
RT. 


After the Assembly was closed the Sir Knights and their 
guests ‘‘partook of a substantial collation’ at Cook and 
Mason’s Hotel (now the Woonsocket Hotel) and there were 
speeches from the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, 
Grand Prelate, Grand Treasurer, Sir Knight Ariel Ballou, 
and others. 


In January, 1868, the Encampment held a Promenade 
Concert and Ball which was a financial success, as Forty- 
eight Dollars and twenty-five cents were netted. It was 
voted to appropriate this amount toward the frescoing of 
the new Hall, “providing the cost does not exceed One 
Hundred Dollars.” 


On January 14, 1868, Sir Knight Francello G. Jillson 
presented the Encampment with a Holy Bible for the use 
of the Prelate. 


The first member lost by death was Sir Knight Libbeus 
Gaskill, who finished his earthly pilgrimage January 21, 
1868, in his sixtieth year. His body was buried with Ma- 
sonic honors on January 23, 1868, by Morning Star Lodge, 
No. 13, F.& A. M., and the Encampment acted as escort, 
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accompanied by the Slatersville Brass Band. The Record 
says 


The ceremonies were conducted during a driving N. E. storm. 


We do not know whether N. E. stands for Northeast or New 
England in this case — probably both. 


On Tuesday evening, March 10, 1868, the Regular As- 
sembly was held in the Town Clerk’s Office, this being the 
time when the Masonic bodies were removing from the old 
hall to the quarters which are at present occupied. 

The first Assembly in the new Asylum was on Tuesday, 
April 14, 1868. At this Assembly, a banner which had been 
made by Sir Knight E. B. White of Providence, R. I., for 
Woonsocket Encampment, was accepted. This banner is 
still in existence but not in use. 


In the year 1868 there seems to have been a movement 
toward the formation of a Grand Encampment in Rhode 
Island, for on June 9, 1868, it was 


Voted: That the Council of this Encampment be a Committee, to 
meet with similar Committees from other Encampments in Rhode 
Island in regard to forming a Grand Encampment in this State. This 
Committee are instructed to oppose the measure by a unanimous vote 
of this Encampment. 


On September 8, 1868, it was 


Voted: that hereafter the name of the Hall in which this Encamp- 
ment convenes be ‘Masonic Hall” instead of ‘‘Masons Hall’ when 
mentioned in the Records of the Encampment. 


On October 30, 1868, M.E. Sir William Wilson Baker, in 
an able address to the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island, presented the matter of changing the 
nomenclature of that body and its subordinate bodies to 
conform with the Constitution of the Grand Encampment 
of the United States. He stated that all of the State bodies 
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had complied, save Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and said 
of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Is- 
land: 


You now stand alone among all the Grand Commanderies of the 
United States with a Constitution upon its face in antagonism to the 
Grand Encampment. 


A committee was appointed which recommended on May 
28, 1869, 


That the Constitution of this Grand Encampment be so altered and 
amended as to conform, in its nomenclature and in all other respects, 
to the provisions and requirements of the Constitution of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States. 


This Recommendation was adopted October 28, 1869, 
and the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island became the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island and its subordinate bodies became Com- 
manderies. 


On November 28, 1868, a Special Assembly was held for 
the purpose of burying the body of Sir Knight David Mason 
of Hugh de Payens Commandery, No. 1, of Jersey City, 
N.J. Four Sir Knights from the Commandery of which 
the deceased was a member were present, as were the 
Worshipful Master and two officers of Hiram Lodge, No. 17, 
A. F. & A. M., of Jersey City, N. J. The Woonsocket Cornet 
Band accompanied the Encampment to Oak Hill Cemetery, 
where the remains were interred. 

At a Special Assembly held February 23, 1869, Eminent 
Sir Ira W. Arnold, Past Commander, on behalf of Hiram 
Lodge, No. 17, A. F.& A.M., of Jersey City, N. J., pre- 
sented the Encampment with a framed copy of a series of 
beautifully engrossed Resolutions, couched in dignified 
language, expressing the gratitude of said Lodge for the 
services which had been performed and for the hospitality 
extended to the members of the Lodge while here attending 
the funeral. 
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On March 9, 1869, Sir George E. Cutter, Recorder of 
Hugh de Payens Commandery of Jersey City, N. J., came 
in person and presented the Encampment with further 
engrossed and framed resolutions from his Commandery 
and also from Enterprise Chapter of Jersey City, N. J. 

These visible evidences of appreciation still adorn the 
walls of our Asylum. 


A Special Assembly was held June 24, 1870, for the pur- 
pose of assisting in the laying of the corner stone of the 
Soldiers and Sailors Monument in Providence, R.I. The 
Commandery, represented by thirty-five Sir Knights in 
charge of Eminent Sir Stafford Whipple Razee, with three 
Sir Knights from Worcester County Commandery, and 
headed by the Woonsocket Cornet Band, proceeded to 
Monument Square, escorting Morning Star Lodge, No. 13, 
F.&A.M. A circle was formed about the monument 
and exercises were conducted, at the close of which ‘‘America” 
was sung under direction of Sir Angelo Howland. The 
Record reads: 


The line of march was then resumed to the depot and at 9:12 A. M. 
seven cars started with the Commandery and friends to Providence. 
The delay of the corner-stone exercises at Providence prevented the 
Woonsocket division from remaining at the ceremony and at 2 P.M. 
they were on board the Steamer ‘What Cheer” bound for an abundant 
clam dinner at Field’s Point. 


On October 16, 1871, a Special Assembly was held for 
the purpose of attending the laying of the corner stone of 
the new United States Post Office in Boston, Mass. The 
Commandery was accompanied by the Woonsocket Cornet 
Band and presented thirty Sir Knights in line, under Emi- 
nent Sir Francello George Jillson, Commander. 


At the Regular Assembly held February 10, 1874, during 
the term of Eminent Sir Walter Edward Parker as Com- 
mander, this Commandery was honored by a visit from four 
officers of the Grand Commandery. They were: 


as eee ee a ee 


Masonic Programme 


FOR JUNE 24th, A. D, 1870. 


Sir Kyrcnrs axp Masons will assemble at Masonic 
Hall, at 7 1-2 o'clock A.M. The lines will’ be formed 
promptly at S A. M., and proceed to Monument Square, 
accompanied by the Woonsocket Cornet Band, (30 pieces.) 
At the Monument a cirele will be formed, and there will be 
musie by the Band, Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Bro. 

Yobt. Murry, remarks by the Rey. Bro. $. L. Holman and 
“ America” will be sung, after which the column will pro: 
ceed to the Depot and take # srrciaL train for Providence 
atY A. M., srorppinc onty at Manville, Albion and Ashton. 
On arriving in Providence the lines will be fornied inyme- 
diately and join in the ceremonies of laying the Corner Stone 
of the Sotprers’ AND Sattors’ Monument. 

At the conclusion of these servies, the Woonsocket Divis- 
ion will m rch to the American Steamboat Co’s. Wharf and 
take the Steamer Wuarcurer, which will leave at 2 P. M. 
tor Frecp’s Poin? where a dinner will be served on the arriv- 
al of the boat. Leave Field’s Point at 5 P. M. for Provi- 
idence. On arriving in Providence the lines will be formed 
and march to the Depot, and take the regular seven o’clock 
train for Uxbridge and way stations. 

Fare for Masons and their friends for round trip $1.00. 
Dinner at Fievp’s Point 50 cents: 

Tickets for the excursion can be procured of either mem- 
ber of the Committee, or of Allen Thayer, General Ticket 
Agent. It is desirable that the tickets be procured on or 
before the 23d inst. 

Master Masons will wear dark clothes, black hats 
and white gloves. 

N. B. .Ladies participating in the excursion, will please 
be on board the steamer.at 1 1-2 o'clock, P. M. 


COMMANDERY COMMITTTEE. 


. W. RAZER, F. G. JILLSON, M. P. ROBERTS. 


LODGE COMMTTTRE. 
A. SHERMAN, Jr. L. D. JENCKES, 


A. C. SMITH. 
Woonsocket, June 10th, 1870. 
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Very Eminent Sir Rev. Henry Warren Rugg, Past Com- 
mander of Saint Johns Commandery, No. 1, of Providence, 
R.1., Deputy Grand Commander, who later was elected 
Grand Commander in 1875 and 1876, and who afterwards 
became Most Eminent Grand Master of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States of America in 1907. The end of 
his life, devoted so largely to Masonic interests, came while 
he still occupied that exalted office, on July 21, 1910. 

Eminent Sir Nelson Wilmarth Aldrich, Past Commander 
of Calvary Commandery, No. 13, of Providence, R. I., Grand 
Senior Warden, who was Grand Commander in 1879, and 
whose subsequent brilliant career in National politics re- 
aes honor upon this State. His death occurred April 16, 

915. 

Eminent Sir George Edward Stacy, Past Commander of 
Milford Commandery, No. 11, of Milford, Mass., Grand 
Junior Warden. This venerable frater, then in the prime 
and vigor of life and now the only living member of the 
party, has maintained, through all these years, the same 
lively interest in Masonry and Templarism that he pos- 
sessed at that time. At the date of this writing he still 
serves his Commandery as Prelate, a position to which he 
was elected September 28, 1874—a most remarkable 
record — forty-two years of continuous service. We con- 
gratulate him and we congratulate his Commandery. 

The fourth was Eminent Sir George Henry Burnham of 
Saint Johns Commandery, No. 1, of Providence, R.I., 
Grand Standard Bearer. He was Grand Commander in 
1885 and died December 10, 1907. 

After witnessing the ceremonies of the Order of the 
Temple, Very Eminent Sir Rugg made remarks 
expressing his pleasure at the manner of conferring the Order 


and hoping that the symbols made use of here, might lead us to con- 
template, and to look forward to the higher life beyond this world, 


the life which is to come. 
The others also addressed the Sir Knights, Eminent Sir 


Stacy speaking on “Truth” and the motto of our Order, 
“In hoc signo vinces.”” 


i “Dns 


Orricr oF THE RecorbER, t 
Woonsocket, R. L, Feb. 5, 1874. 
Srr Kyigut :— 


A Regular Assembly of Woonsocket Command- 
ery will be held in Masonic Hall, Tuesday evening, 
Feb. 10,.1874, at 7 1-2 o'clock. Work. in the Order of 
the Temple. 

Rev. H. W. Rugg, Deputy Grand Commander of 
the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, will make an official visit on that evening, ac 
companied by other Sir Knights. You are requested 
to attend promptly at the time stated, in FULL COS~ 
TUME. By order of the Eminent Commander. 

Guo. H. Miturr, Recorder. 


——a——— CS 


amnanderp of Murogs,. 
oo ee Haigh, fly, 


AND APPENDANT ORDERS. 


Woonsocket, Sept 18th, 1874. 


Sir Knient : 


At our last regular assembly it was voted to celebrate the 
24th, by a 


Templar Parade and Banquet, 


And a dispensation has been granted by the R. E. Charles A. Stott, 
G.C., to Woonsocket Commandery to appearin public in full re-, 
galia and entertain the several Commanderies which have been 
invited to partake of our hospitality on that day 


It is thererore ordered that you report yourself at the 
Asylum in Full Costume for duty on 


THURSDAY, September 24th, at 73 o'clock, A. M. 


Sir Knights must wear Dark Clothes and White Capes. 


Woonsocket Commandery will breakfast with their guests 
on that day. 


' The Asylum will be open on Tuesday and Wednesday even- 
ings of that week for drill, ete. 


By orper E. C. Warter E. Parker. 


GEORGE H. MILLER, Recorder. 
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About three years later, on April 10, 1877, Eminent Sir 
Stacy as Grand Captain General’ made an Inspection of 
this Commandery. 


Thursday, September 24, 1874, was a great day for Woon- 
socket and Woonsocket Commandery. On that day there 
was held a Festival to which four neighboring Commanderies 
were invited in the endeavor to repay them for knightly 
courtesies received in the past. Eminent Sir Stafford Whipple 
Razee was in command for the day, assisted by Eminent 
Sirs Emerson Goddard, Ira Wilbur Arnold, Francello George 
Jillson, and Moses Peirce Roberts. 

The line was headed by a platoon of police in charge of 
Sergeant Brother Alfred E. Bartlett. Following was the 
Woonsocket Cornet Band, 26 pieces, B. W. Nichols, leader, 
escorting Woonsocket Commandery, 85 Sir Knights, includ- 
ing Eminent Sir Walter Edward Parker, Commander, and 
the invited guests, among whom are named the following 
officers of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island: 


R.E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Past Grand Commander 
E. Sir John Dean, Grand Captain General 
E. Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, Grand Senior Warden 
E. Sir George E. Stacy, Grand Junior Warden 
E. Sir George H. Burnham, Grand Captain of Guard 


Among the guests were also Sir Knights from various other 
sister Commanderies. 


The remaining formation was as follows : 


American Band of Providence, R.I., D. W. Reeves, leader, 
26 pieces, at the head of 75 Sir Knights of Calvary Com- 
mandery, No. 13, of Providence, R. I., Eminent Sir Isaac H. 
Saunders, Commander. 

Gilmore’s Band of Pawtucket, R.I., F. J. Allen, leader, 
25 pieces, Holy Sepulchre Commandery, No. 8, of Pawtucket, 
R.I., 75 Sir Knights, Eminent Sir J. Sewell Read, Com- 
mander. 
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Milford Brass Band of Milford, Mass., W. C. Spary, 
leader, 25 pieces, Milford Commandery, No. 11, of Milford, 
Mass., 83 Sir Knights, Eminent Sir Samuel A. Fisher, 
Commander. 

Worcester Brass Band of Worcester, Mass., T. C. Rich- 
ardson, leader, 22 pieces, Worcester County Commandery, 
No. 5, of Worcester, Mass., 95 Sir Knights, Eminent Sir 
Rev. T. E. St. John, Commander. 


Of the latter the Record says: 


Last but not least, Worcester County Commandery ... a fine 
Commandery of Sir Knights and making a fine display. 


The parade formed on Main Street and moved thence 
over the following line of march: North Main, Prospect, 
Spring, Blackstone, Main, Bernon, Bridge, and Greene 
Streets, Hamlet Avenue to Hamlet Park, which we are 
told, was none other than ‘“‘Cow Plain,” later ‘‘Villa Nova,” 
the site of our new High School. Again, the Record: 


; People lined the streets at every point to witness the fine display and 
listen to the choice selections of the five bands that entertained us with 
their best Productions. One pleasant incident of the march was a halt 
on Spring Street during which the residents brought out cool lemonade 
and refreshments and received the thanks of the Sir Knights and fine 
selections from the bands. 


} Places of business and residences were gay with bunt- 
ing and insignia. Prominent among the decorations were 
displays by Eureka Lodge, No. 28, I.0.0.F., Woon- 
socket Lodge, No. 10, I. 0.0. F., Palestine Encampment, 
I. 0. O. F,, and Myrtle Lodge, No. 1, Knights of Pythias. 
Having arrived at the Park, Eminent Sir Parker of this 
Commandery made an eloquent address and bade the visi- 
tors a most hearty welcome. Aftera prayer by Sir Dwight R. 
Adams of Saint Johns Commandery, No. 1, of Providence, 
R. L, acting as Prelate, a bountiful collation was served. 
Drills were engaged in from eleven until twelve o'clock 
and following these, there was a grand review of the entire 
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line by R.E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Past Grand Com- 
mander of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. 


The Record states: 


This was the great feature of the day to the spectators, whose admira- 
tion for the long and handsomely uniformed line seemed unbounded, 
and as the long line passed in review, the five bands consolidated form- 
ing an organization of about one hundred and twenty five pieces, the 
banners of the several Commanderies waving and the uniforms of the 
Sir Knights glistening in the noonday sun, it was a spectacle once seen, 
not easily to be forgotten. 


For the Banquet, a large tent 125 by 45 feet in size had 
been erected, sheltering five tables one hundred feet in 
length. When the Sir Knights, numbering nearly six hun- 
dred were seated, the Woonsocket Temple Quartet, Sir 
Angelo Howland, director, sang a hymn of welcome, which 
was followed by a prayer, after which Eminent Sir Stafford 
Whipple Razee quoted this sentiment from the scriptures, 
“Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have I freely 
offer unto you.’”’ He then invited the Sir Knights to par- 
take of the repast. 

Eminent Sir Francello George Jillson officiated as toast- 
master and performed the duties with eloquence and in 
most acceptable manner. Toasts were proposed to the Grand 
Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, the sev- 
eral Commanderies who were guests of the day, Saint Johns 
Commandery, No. 1, of Providence, R.I., Free Masonry, 
The Clergy, and ‘‘The Cross of Christ — In hoc signo vin- 
ces.’’ These were severally responded to by representative 
Sir Knights, the responses to the two latter being respec- 
tively by Brother Rev. Charles J. White, Pastor of the First 
Universalist Church of Woonsocket and Eminent Sir Rev. 
David Boyd, Past Prelate of Claremont Commandery of 
Rockland, Maine. 

After the conclusion of these, there were remarks by other 
Sir Knights, interspersed with music until four o’clock, 
when the lines were re-formed and the guests were escorted 
to their trains. 
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Ist. RECEPTION of Worcester County; Milford, Calvary, and 
Moly Sepulchre Commanpertes, by Woonsocket Com- 
mandery. at 9 o’clock, A. M. 


2d. PARADE to Hamlet Park, vie North Main, Prospect, 
Spring, Blackstone, Main, Bernon, Bridge and Greene 
Streets, and Uamlect Avenue. The entire line to be under 
the command of Em. Sir S. W. Razex, assisted by Em. 
Sirs E. Goddard, I. W. Arnold, F. G. Jillsonand M. P. 
Roberts, Past Commanders of Woonsocket Commandery. 


3d. At the Park, Welcome Address by Em. Sir W. E. Parker, 
Commander of Woonsocket Commandery. 


4th. PRAYER, by Prelate. 


5th. LUNCH. 


6th. DRILL at 11 o’clock, by Commanderies. 


7th, GRAND REVIEW OF THE ENTIRE LINE, with all 
the Bands consolidated, at 114 o’clock, by R. Em, 
Sir NicHoLas Vaw Styck, Past Grand Commander. 


8th. Form line at sound of Trumpet, at 2 P. M., and march 
into the Pavillion. 


Sth. . WELCOME ILYMN, by Woonsocket Temple Quartette, 
Sir A. Howland, Director. 


1. Welcome, a glad, hearty welcome we greet y 
Welcome, thrice welcome our lips loudl: 
Lovingly, tenderly. PROUDLY we mect you; 
Welcome, Sir Knights, to our banquet to-day. 
CHORUS. 
Then rally around us, each armor-clad brother. 
Forget every care on this bright festive day; 
Each trouble and corrow we ask you to smother, 
And though for a moment, be happy and gay. 


2. But we forget not Death's icy portal 
Oft has closed over the Loyal and Brave, 
Still we remember our souls are urmonTaL, 
Joy. Peace and HOPE are not lost in the aRavi: 
Cuoru3s—Then rally, &c. 


10th. PRAYER, by Prelate. 


lh. BANOQUBTR, 


12th. SENTIMENTS appropriate to the occasion—Em. Sir 
F. G. Jittson, Loast Master—and Responses by the 
Commanders of the several visiting Commanderies, repre- 
sentatives of the Grand Commandery and other .bodies, 
and invited guests, interspersed with Vocal and Instru- 
mental Music. 


13th. CLOSING HYMN—in which all are requested to par- 
ticipate. 


dAér— Auld Lang Syne. 


1, Once more, once more our eyes are dim. 
Once more our hocoms swell, 
While now we cing our parting hymn 
And chant that word—Farewell! 
But though, Sir Knights, our tears descend 
And mingle with our wine, 
Yet we will pledue you Friend to Friend, 
For Auld Lang Syne. 


2 When once again onr mingling plumes 
In sweet commune shall ware, 
The flowers may breathe their sad perfumes 
O'er many a new made grave. 


But though, &c. 


3. But O, we know, come weal or woe, 
Come sorrow, grief and-pain. 
Our partings will be brief below, 
We all shall meet again! 


So while, Sir Knights, &c. 


14th. Form line at 4 P. M., Escort and dismiss visiting 
Commanderies as follows, viz : Worcester County at Main 
St.; Milford at Arnold St.; Holy Sepulchre and Calvary at 
Railroad St. 


ghts 


SIR KNIGHT : 


A Regular Assembly of Woonsocket Commandery 


WILL BE HOLDEN AT THEIR 


ASYLUM, 


Cusstay, Hay Wek, INS, 


At 7:30 P. M. 


Sige Our N- DEAN, 
Grand Captain Geneval of Knights Templars and Nppendant 
; Order's of Masgachtigetts and Rhode Island, 


Will make an official visitation. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Kallot—Red Cross—and the transaction of any business which may properly be 


presented. 


X@> Sir Knights will appear in full costume. 


By order of the Eminent Commander, 


L. €. TOURTELLOT. 


Teste: 


DWIGHT R, ADAMS, 


RECORDER. 


‘empl 


OFFICE OF THE RECORDER. 
Woonsocket, R. I, May 8. 1875. 


PROGRAMME 


— FOR — 


MASONIC | 


——— 


ESN AL 


JUNE 24, A. L., 5875. 


Sir Knights and Master Masons will assemble at Masonic Hall, 
AtT A.M. 


The Lines will be formed promptly at 8 A. M., and after a short street parade ac- 
companied by the 


WOONSOCKET CORNET BAND, 


Will take a SPECIAL TRAIN for Providence, at 8:50 A. M., stopping only at 
Manville. On arriving in Providence, the lines will be 
immediately reformed and join in the 
Ceremonies of 
LAYING THE CORNER STONE, 
Of New Crry Hau. 
ater which the Woonsocket Division will march to the American Steamboat Co’s 
Wharf, and take Steamer “ Wat CHEER,” at 12 M. for Silver Spring, where 
Dinner will be served immediately on arrival-of boat. 


Returning—the Boat will leave Silver Spring at 4 P. M., arriving in Providence 
in time to take Special Train for Woonsocket at 4:30 P. M. 


FARE FOR ROUND TRIP, $1.10, DINNER 50 Cts, Extra. 


Tickets can be procured of either Member of the Committee, or of R. O. Cooke, 
at Office of Woonsocket Baking Co., or at Edwin F. Wilbur's Saloon. 


Master Masons will wear Dark Clothes, Black Silk Hats and White Gloves, in 
necordance with an imperative order from the Grand Master, 


Members of the fraternity sojourning in the vicinity are invited to join. 


Commandery Committee, 


L. C. TOURTELLOT, AMOS SHERMAN, 

CHAS. W. TALCOTT, E. GODDARD, 
Lodge Committee, 

GEO. A. WHIPPLE, WALTER E, PARKER, 

WM. O. MASON, PETER B. HOLMES. 
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On May 11, 1875, this Commandery was honored by a 
visit from Eminent Sir John Dean, Grand Captain General 
of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. After he had witnessed the work on the Order of 
the Red Cross, the Record reads that he 
made remarks, eminently practical, instructive, critical, suggestive and 


pleasing as well as commendatory of Woonsocket Commandery, the 
work of the Red Cross and the principles of Knighthood generally. 


It strikes us that he must have covered the ground well. 


On Saint John’s Day, Thursday, June 24, 1875, this 
Commandery with about eighty Sir Knights, headed by the 
Woonsocket Cornet Band, escorted Morning Star Lodge 
No. 13, F.& A.M., to Providence, R. I., to assist in the 
laying of the corner stone of the new City Hall. The corner 
stone was laid in due and ancient form by the Most Worship- 
ful Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, but the Woonsocket 
bodies were so far distant from the scene that they could 
not join in the ceremonies, so they withdrew from the line 
and embarked on the Steamer ‘What Cheer” for Silver Spring, 
where all partook of ‘a sumptuous shore dinner, which if 
possible, more than completely satisfied the inner man,’’ so 
the Record states, further referring to the day as ‘‘a green 


spot in the history of Woonsocket Commandery of Knights 
Templars.” 


On October 24, 1876, a Public Installation was held at 
which the ladies of Sir Knights were present and officers of 
the other Masonic bodies. 

Eminent Sir Edwin Aldrich was installed as Commander, 
and also his complement of officers, by Eminent Sir Nelson 
Wilmarth Aldrich, Grand Captain General of the Grand 
Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, assisted 
by Eminent Sir George H. Burnham as Grand Senior Warden 
and Eminent Sir Arthur W. Dennis as Grand Warder. 

The exercises were interspersed with singing by a glee 
club consisting of Sir Knights Alexander Tonge and Stephen 
N. Lougee, Jr., and Messrs. F. M. Perkins and J. P. Proctor. 

A collation was served by caterer Benton, and dancing 
and other amusements held sway until a late hour. 


SECOND DECADE 
1877-1886 


——— _—_— 


1877-1886 


©* June 25, 1877, Eminent Sir Edwin Aldrich, with 


eighty-seven Sir Knights, in response to an invita- 

tion from Worcester County Commandery, paid a 
fraternal visit to Worcester, Mass., to assist in the celebra- 
tion of St. John’s Day. As was the custom, the Woonsocket 
Cornet Band furnished the music. A parade was made at 
Worcester and the Sir Knights were well entertained at the 
residences of the Worcester fraters and banqueted at the 
Lincoln House. 


On Monday, September 17, 1877, the Commandery went 
to Boston in response to an invitation from the Grand 
Commandery to assist in the dedication of the Army and 
Navy Monument. About sixty-five Sir Knights were in 
line. 


There was appointed on November 13, 1877, the next 
regular Assembly after the election of Eminent Sir Stephen 
Noble Lougee, Jr., as Commander, 


a committee of three to examine the financial affairs of the Com- 
mandery and to devise some way to improve the same. 


They were Eminent Sirs Francello George Jillson and Leb- 
beus Chandler Tourtellot and Sir Joshua Edward Blood. 
At the Regular Assembly held December 11, 1877, they 
recommended an amendment to the By-Laws providing for 
the payment of Annual Dues amounting to Two Dollars. 
This was adopted February 12, 1878, twenty-three Sir 
Knights being present and only three objecting. That the 
Commandery was in need of funds is evinced by the fact 
that on December 11, 1877, the Treasurer was authorized 
to borrow One Hundred Dollars. 


Your Recorder cannot resist the temptation to insert a 
personal word at this point, having arrived in the Record at 
the account of the funeral of Sir James Franklin Smith, 
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which was held in the First Universalist Church on Friday, 
December 13, 1878, the Commandery having charge. The 
impression made upon him as a boy of six and one-half years 
by the solemn rites and the singing of the Templar Male 
Quartet, has never been effaced and it was here that the 
seed was planted in his mind that later grew into a desire to 
become a Knight Templar. 


The Commandery was favored on April 8, 1879, by a visit 
from R.E. Sir John Dean, Grand Commander, and Eminent 
Sir Alfred F. Chapman, Grand Recorder, of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. The Order 
of the Red Cross was exemplified upon Sir Luke A. Wood 
(there being no candidate) and the visitors expressed their 
pleasure and satisfaction with the work performed and with 
the reception given them. 


On November 23, 1880, a Public Installation was held, 
when R.E. Sir Nelson Wilmarth Aldrich, Past Grand Com- 
mander of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, assisted by V.E. Sir George Henry Burnham, 
Deputy Grand Commander, Eminent Sir William R. Walker, 
Grand Warder, and Eminent Sir Henry Pierce, Grand 
Marshal, inducted Eminent Sir Amos Sherman into the 
office of Commander, and the remaining officers into their 
Tespective stations. R.E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Past 
Grand Commander, was present; also the following clergy- 
men: Bro. Rev. Charles J. White, Rev. E. E. Thomas, and 
Rev. George W. Brooks. 

The fair sex were in evidence and also other invited guests. 
A collation was enjoyed and there was singing under direc- 


tion of Eminent Sir Stephen Noble Lougee, Jr., and con- 
gratulatory speeches. 


The assassination of Sir Knight James A. Garfield, Presi- 
dent of the United States, and his death on September 19, 
1881, spread a pall of sorrow over all ‘the land and memorial 
services were held generally throughout the country. Such 
a service was held in Woonsocket on Monday, Septem- 
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ber 26, 1881, and this Commandery, with Sir Willard Kent, 
Generalissimo, acting as Commander in the stead of Emi- 
nent Sir Amos Sherman, participated, being assigned to a 
place in line at the right of the Second Division, escorting 
the orators of the day, committee of arrangements, clergy- 
men, town officials and citizens in carriages. 

The procession moved from Greene Street over Bridge, 
Main and Blackstone Streets to Cold Spring Grove, where 
prayer was offered by Rev. Joseph Miller, followed by ora- 
tions by Hon. Latimer W. Ballou and Hon. Daniel B. Pond, 
and remarks by several clergymen of the town. There was 
singing by the Glee Club and music by the Woonsocket 
Cornet Band, the exercises concluding with a benediction 
by Bro. Rev. Charles J. White. 

A memorial notice was issued by R.E. Sir William H. 
Kent, Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, ordering that the banners 
and swords of officers be draped in mourning for forty days, 
and that the order be spread in full upon the records. 

Masonic Hall was suitably draped in mourning for the 
occasion. 


The first instance that we have found of attendance at 
church, on other than funeral occasions, was on Sunday 
evening, June 24, 1883, when in response to an invitation 
from Bro. Rev. Charles J. White, pastor of the First Uni- 
versalist Church, this Commandery in command of Eminent 
Sir Edward Elijah Newell, with seventy-six Sir Knights, in- 
cluding the Eminent Commanders, councils and several Sir 
Knights from Holy Sepulchre and Milford Commanderies, 
together with Morning Star Lodge, No. 13, F.&A.M., 
were present. 

After the service, the Eminent Commander invited his 
officers and the visiting Sir Knights to the restaurant of Sir 
F. E. Thayer, 


at which place they tarried for awhile, not only refreshing the inner 
man, but renewing and refreshing the knightly friendship which had 
been formed. 
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Another interesting occasion occurred during the term of 
Eminent Sir Newell as Commander, when on October 4, 
1883, at a Special Conclave, R.E. Sir Caleb Saunders, Grand 
Commander, and other officers of the Grand Commandery 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island were present. In addi- 
tion there were also present sixty Sir Knights from Saint 
Johns Commandery, forty-six from Calvary Commandery, 
and fifty from Holy Sepulchre Commandery. 

The Order of the Temple was worked upon Companions 
Charles A. Kane and Herbert H. Dudley, and a quartet of 
Providence fraters sang during the rendition of the ritual. 

A banquet was afterward served in Institute Hall and 
Eminent Sir Francello George Jillson presided as toastmaster. 

The visiting Sir Knights left at one o’clock in the morning. 


THIRD DECADE 
1887-1896 


1887-1896 


Commander on October 9, 1888, and held that office 

for four years, the longest term on record. He threw 
a large amount of personal work and energy into the affairs 
of the Commandery and it prospered accordingly. 


Fo commen Sir SETH SHERMAN GETCHELL was elected 


Woonsocket Commandery acted as host on the evening of 
May 14, 1889, when R.E. Sir Edward L. Freeman, Grand 
Commander, was a guest. There were also present about 
175 Sir Knights from Holy Sepulchre and Milford Com- 
manderies, and the Order of the Red Cross was conferred 
upon Companion George Frederick Scott Singleton. At the 
close of the Conclave, a banquet was served in Harris Hall. 


In 1889, the Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment 
of the United States of America was held in the city of 
Washington, D.C. On Saturday, October 5, a Special Con- 
clave of this Commandery was held for the purpose of at- 
tending, at which thirty-eight Sir Knights were present. 
(Eminent Sir Daniel Widmer Senior, who was Recorder at 
the time, informs us that twenty-four of these attended.) 

A short parade was made, the Woonsocket Cornet Band 
furnishing the music. Following the Sir Knights was a 
tally-ho coach conveying twenty members of the fair sex. 

Fifteen Master Masons accompanied the Sir Knights as 
guests, and the party also included Maj. James Smythe of 
the Evening Reporter, as press representative. 

The trip to Providence was made by train, and, arriving 
there, horse cars were employed to transfer the party to the 
Providence, Warren and Bristol Railroad. At 5:30 pP.M., 
the Steamer ‘‘Puritan” of the Fall River Line was boarded 
at Fall River, Mass., and supper was served in elegant 
manner on board. The journey to New York was made, 
arriving there at 6:30 the next morning, and, crossing the 


44 


Hudson River, the party embarked on cars of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad for Washington, reaching there at 5:30 Pp. M. 

Monday was given over to sight-seeing and Mount Vernon, 
Arlington, Alexandria and other places were visited. The 
Record states that — 


Tuesday, October 8 was the grand day of the Conclave. Washing- 
ton never saw such a sight. Twenty thousand Knights in line. We 
formed a part of the Second Division and received special mention in 
the Washington papers for our fine appearance. 

Wednesday, October 9 was another day for sight-seeing and many 
historical places were visited with pleasure and profit. In the evening 
the President's reception was a grand affair. 

Thursday, October 10. Another day of sight-seeing and receptions. 
The reception of Mrs. Logan in the evening being the principal attrac- 
tion. The barbecue given in honor of the Conclave attracted a few of 
this Commandery. 


On Friday, the homeward journey was begun and safe 
arrival was accomplished Saturday morning at half-past 
eight. 


In the summer of 1890, two field days were held, of which 
we find no formal record. Of the former, the committee 
reported a good time but attendance below expectations. 
The second, held at Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet, was ‘‘a very 
successful day and a thoroughly enjoyable affair.” 


There seems to have been some lack of uniformity in the 
details of the Templar costume worn by our Sir Knights, 
and on February 10, 1891, Eminent Sir Ira Wilbur Arnold 
and Sirs William Smith Hopkins and Albert Vose Hicks were 
appointed as a committee to prepare specifications for our 
uniform. Their conclusions were accepted November 10, 
1891, and adopted December 8, 1891, embodying the 
Templar uniform as now worn, except for one or two minor 
changes since made. 


A public Installation was held October 27, 1891, when 
the Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Massa- 
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chusetts and Rhode Island (the Record does not state his 
name, but we have ascertained that it was R.E. Sir John P. 
Sanborn) was received in form and welcomed to the Asylum 
by Eminent Sir Getchell, whom he installed as Commander, 
this being his fourth term as such. After the installation of 
the remaining officers, the R.E. Grand Commander made 
complimentary remarks. Sir Knight J. W. V. Rich, then 
principal of the Woonsocket High School, and our accom- 
plished scholar, poet and historian, Sir Knight Erastus 
Richardson, also made remarks. Both of these brilliant 
fraters have since been called to the ‘‘Asylum above.” 

The Orpheus Quartet of Providence, R. I., rendered selec- 
tions during the evening. A collation was served and a 
season of sociability closed the evening. 

The story of this pleasant event is told more fully in 
The Evening Reporter of Wednesday, October 10, 1891, and 
we append it in full herewith: 


One of the most delightful occasions ever carried out by Woonsocket 
Commandery, Knights Templar, was that of Tuesday evening. It was 
Installation night, and nearly 100 Sir Knights, in full regimentals, were 
present. There were quite a large number of ladies present, these 
being the wives, daughters and sisters of Sir Knights. The scene pre- 
sented in the Asylum was one of great splendor. It was also a solemn 
and impressive scene. All the ceremonies were carried out with a re- 
ligious dignity equal to the most solemn rites of a Christian church. 

Sir Knight Ira W. Arnold acted as Grand Warder of the Grand 
Commandery, and in accordance with the duties of his office announced 
the presence in the outer chamber of Grand Commander Eminent Sir 
Knight John P. Sanborn of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. 

After the preliminary work of forming escort and conducting the 
Grand Commander to the inner temple was completed and the language 
of knightly greeting extended to the distinguished visitor the work of 
installation was proceeded with. 

Eminent Commander Sir Knight S. S. Getchell was the first installed, 
this being the fourth time for him to be unanimously elected to the 
honored position of supreme command. 

All the other officers for installation were next drawn up in line and 
after words of admonition and instruction all were sent to their seats, 
and the work of installation in detail went forward. Generalissimo Sir 
George W. Miller was the first in this order. Next came Capt. Gen. Sir 
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Nelson H. Mowry. These followed in succession: Prelate, Sir George J. 
Baldwin; Senior Warden, Sir Daniel W. Senior; Junior Warden, Sir 
Fred W. Arnold; Treasurer, Sir E. Charles Francis; Recorder, Sir Byron 
I. Cook; Sword Bearer, Sir Clement E. Darling; Standard Bearer, Sir 
Thomas B. Staples; Warder, Sir George E. Hope; First Guard, Sir 
James F. Evans; Second Guard, Sir W. Henry Bailey; Third Guard, 
Sir Thomas Fisher; Armorer, Sir Albert V. Hicks; Musical Director, 
Sir Joseph H. Watson; Sentinel, Sir John Hackett. 

A pleasing speech was made by the installing officer at the close 
of the work, which occupied an hour of time, after which acting Grand 
Warder Sir Ira W. Arnold made proclamation that all were duly installed. 

The Eminent Commander at this point took his seat in command, 
after which he made a short address and then called on Grand Com- 
mander Sir Knight Sanborn. 

This gentleman praised the Commander of Woonsocket Commandery 
for the energy displayed by him during his various terms of office. 
Woonsocket Commandery was one of the best in the jurisdiction and 
of the forty-three Commanderies subordinate to the Grand Commandery 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island made the best showing, with but 
one exception. There have been over 1000 Sir Knights added to the 
jurisdiction during the past year. All these as well as all Sir Knights 
are engaged in the cause of humanity and the practice of the Christian 
virtues. Those who established the Order in this land eighty years ago, 
with only a half-dozen of members, builded better than they knew. 
There were now 100,000 Sir Knights in this land. The world was made 
better by such an organization. 

Sir Knight J. W. V. Rich, principal of the Woonsocket High School, 
made a very happy speech, which was well received and applauded. 

Sir Knight Erastus Richardson was next called on, and made a 
humorous speech, which created much merriment and applause. He 
concluded by reading a witty and clever poetical sketch, showing how 
J. K. O’Connor attempted to enter a Masonic Lodge without being 
properly initiated. The closing sentiment in the lines was loudly ap- 
plauded. This is the last verse; 


“Nay more than this — none can impart 
That secret! 'Tis forbidden. 
It lies within the Mason’s heart! 
From all, save Heaven, hidden.” 


The Orpheus Quartet of Providence, composed of H. E. Brown, 
first tenor; A. B. Eddy, second tenor; J. E. Williams, first bass; and 
William W. Flint, second bass, rendered selections at intervals during 
the installation ceremony and after the work was completed. ‘‘The 
Red Cross Knight,” composed by H. C. Macdougall, who presided at 
the organ, was grandly rendered. ‘Love’s Dreams,’ music by Czibulka 
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was rendered by A. B. Eddy as a tenor solo and ‘Bantry Bay" by 
J. L. Molloy, was sung as a solo by W. W. Flint. ‘Jesus, Lover of my 
Soul” was sung as a tenor solo during the work by A. B. Eddy. All the 
music was grandly rendered. 

A collation and social time closed an evening's enjoyment which all 
will long remember. 

The ladies present were each furnished with a box of select candy, 
in which was a souvenir card bearing this inscription: ‘Compliments of 
Woonsocket Commandery, Knights Templar, at public installation, 
Oct. 27, 1891." 


On December 13, 1892, the Commander, Eminent Sir 
George W. Miller, appointed Sir Knight Generalissimo Dan- 
iel W. Senior, Sir Knight Junior Warden Charles F. Richard- 
son and Sir Knight Albert V. Hicks as a committee to ascer- 
tain if a suitable room in the building could be rented for an 
Armory. They reported the following February that Room 
No. 6 could be secured at a rental of Sixty Dollars per year 
and that ‘‘closets” or lockers could be built for Three Dollars 
each, provided fifty were taken. The rental appears to have 
been more than the Commandery cared to assume so the 
committee was continued and instructed to ask Morning 
Star Lodge, No. 13, and Union Chapter, No. 5, for permis- 
sion to erect cases for regalias in the Banquet Room, which 
is the apartment now used as a Council Chamber. This 
permission was secured and the committee, augmented by 
Sir Knight George W. Spaulding, was authorized to have 
fifty ‘closets’ built. On February 13, 1894, Eminent Sir 
Seth S. Getchell and Sir Knights George W. Spaulding and 
Albert V. Hicks were appointed to contract for twenty-four 
lockers to be erected in the Banquet Room. 


At the Regular Conclave held January 10, 1893, Sir Knight 
Caleb L. Knight presented the following Preamble and 
Resolutions which were unanimously adopted. 


Asylum of Woonsocket Commandery, No. 23, K. T. 
Masonic Hall, Woonsocket, R. I. 


At a Regular Conclave of Woonsocket Commandery, No. 23, K. T., 
held at their Asylum, Jan. 10, A. D. 1893, A. 0. 775, the following Pre- 
amble and Resolutions were unanimously passed: 
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WuereEAs, Past Eminent Commander Seth Sherman Getchell by 
his unswerving integrity, impartial judgment and spotless name, has 
won the universal respect of his associates and brethren in Free Masonry; 
and 

Wuereas, No sacrifice has been too great, no labor too arduous, no 
duty too irksome in our behalf; and 


Wuereas, We desire to express in some measure the good will and 
true affection in which he is universally held by all the brethren, our 
appreciation of his efforts to advance the interests of the Commandery 
that it may stand second to none in this jurisdiction; and 


WueEreAs, We prize his services more highly than can be expressed 
by gold or jewels; Therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That we ask his acceptance of this testimonial of our 
recognition of his uniform courtesy, his knightly bearing and wisdom 
in administering the affairs of the Commandery. 

RESOLVED, That it is our sincere wish that Heavenly Goodness may 
fill his breast, that his feet may rest on the rock of justice, from his hands 
may flow streams of beneficences, that his head may be circled with rays 
of honor and finally be transferred from the honors of an earthly Com- 
mandery to the mansions prepared for the faithful in the Spirit World. 


RESOLVED, That a copy of these Resolutions be suitably engrossed 
for presentation. 


A true copy of the Record: Witness our hand and seal of the Com- 
mandery. 
By the Eminent Commander 
GrorcE WILLIAM MILLER 
Byron Irons Cook, Recorder 


This Preamble and these Resolutions having been en- 
grossed by Mr. E. F. Burnett of Providence, R. I., and 
framed in a carved oak frame 36 x 32 inches, Eminent Sir 
Getchell was invited to approach the East when Sir Knight 
J. W. V. Rich made the presentation, the recipient respond- 
ing with feeling. At the close of this Conclave, the Sir 
Knights repaired to the City Café, where a collation was par- 
taken of. Sir Knight Livingston Scott acted as toastmaster 
and several Sir Knights made remarks. In The Evening 
Reporter of Wednesday, January 11, 1893, we read: 
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The Sir Knights of Woonsocket Commandery, Knights Templar, 
always show appreciation of work well done, and always reward the 
officer who wins confidence, esteem and respect by faithful service well 
performed. Past Eminent Commander Sir S. S. Getchell is the last to 
receive a souvenir from the “brethren of the mystic tie,” which he will 
undoubtedly continue to prize as long as life remains. 


At the last annual election this gentleman, after four years of right 
honorable work as Eminent Commander, retired from office. It is 
generally the custom when an Eminent Commander retires to present 
him a jewel, but as the retiring officer on this occasion was presented 
a magnificent jewel after the return of the Commandery from the Tri- 
ennial Conclave in Washington over three years ago, it was not deemed 
proper form to present a second one. What to present him was a ques- 
tion held under consideration for some time, and at last it was resolved 
that the souvenir most fitting would be a series of resolutions, which 
would express the sentiments of all for a gentleman who had worked 
so hard, earnestly and well for the Commandery. 


A self-constituted committee, consisting of Sir Knights Caleb L. 
Knight, Daniel W. Senior, Erastus Richardson, J. W. V. Rich and John 
Hackett, set about the work and carried it out to the entire satisfaction 
of all concerned. 


The Reporter also contained an interesting account of the 
banquet at the City Café, at which nearly one hundred 
were present and printed a humorous poem, written and 
delivered by Sir Knight Erastus Richardson, in which the 
names of various Sir Knights were introduced in rhyme. 

Sir Knight J. W. V. Rich made an eloquent speech, in 
which he spoke of the brotherhood of true knighthood and 
extolled the true friendship which there prevailed. Short 
speeches were also made by Eminent Sirs Moses P. Roberts 
and George W. Miller and Sir Knights Albert V. Hicks, 
Caleb L. Knight, Daniel W. Senior, Allen Thayer, John 
Hackett, Joseph H. Watson and James W. Greene. 

Eminent Sir Getchell promised to endeavor in the near 
future to show how he appreciated what had been done for 
him, and the proceedings terminated by all giving three 
round cheers for Past Commander Getchell. 
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In 1893, St. John’s Day fell on Friday. It was observed 
however by this Commandery on the day following. The 
Evening Reporter of Saturday, June 25, 1893, printed the 
following article, headed — 


A GOOD SEND-OFF 


Quite a gathering witnessed the departure of the Masons and their 
families for East Woonsocket, Saturday afternoon. When the line of 
plumed Knights was formed in front of Masonic Hall, a bevy of young 
ladies stepped to the front and presented each Sir Knight with a bouquet. 
The fair donors were rewarded with a courteous chapeau salute and a 
suggestion that berries and cream would be forthcoming later in the 
day. The Masons and their families made a short street parade to 
Market Square and return, the ladies and young people in a decorated 
tally-ho and several large pleasure barges, about 150 in all, preceded by 
the Cornet Band. At Monument Square the Sir Knights also embarked 
in barges for the scene of the day’s festivities. 


An excellent account of the celebration appeared in the 
same newspaper on the following Monday, from which we 
shall quote liberally. It reads: 


Woonsocket Commandery, Knights Templar, never do anything by 
halves. This is a well known fact, which was again demonstrated at 
Saturday’s outing. 

The numerous barges which conveyed the Sir Knights and their 
families and guests to Border Grange Hall in East Woonsocket, in the 
afternoon, never carried a more sociably happy party. It was a glorious 
afternoon, the roads were watered down with the morning's rain, so 
that there was no dust, and the air was mild and refreshing. The scent 
of wild flowers mingled with that of new mown hay formed a pleasur- 
able component part of the atmosphere. 

It was nearly 3 o’clock when Grange Hall was reached, and after a 
selection from the Cornet Band, Prof. Joseph A. Emidy, leader, all 
entered the hall. 

Eminent Commander Sir George W. Miller presided. After calling 
to order he made a brief address of welcome, in which he expressed the 
hope that all would enjoy themselves and added that it would be their 
own fault if they did not. He then introduced Sir Knight Erastus 
Richardson, who read the following original poem with great elocutionary 
ability, which poem was received with great applause. 
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I 


“In hoc signo vinces!”” You need not be told 
What means the device on your banners enscrolled — 
But, while the words blend with the breeze, do you rest 
Content with the meaning your lips have expressed? 
Can you put into language the thoughts it conceals, 
Or frame into speech what the sentence reveals? 
Deep down in your hearts does it not touch a string 
That vibrates with songs beyond mortals to sing? 
And within your dark souls does it not fondly greet 
You with words that no tongue unto man can repeat? 
Ah, then, though you bear the device, after alll 
In the battle of life you will falter and fall! 


II 


“In hoc signo vinces!"" Unless you have felt 

The presence of Him at whose cross you have knelt, 
Unless you have heard in your sorrow and need, 

His voice, soft and low, for your help intercede, 
Unless, while you feel and you hear, to your sight 
Gleams forth from your motto the glorious light 
Which through the thick darkness came down from above 
And touched every heart with ineffable love, 

And unless every fiber within you is thrilled 

With the heavenly peace which Gethsemane filled — 
The legend in vain on your banners may glow! 

You will falter and fall with your feet to the foe! 


Ill 


“In hoc signo vinces!”’ Ah, blessed indeed 

Are they who the legend can rightfully read! 

To them all the bitterness, anger and strife, 

All the dark ambuscades in the battle of life, 

All the arrows of hatred, and envy and scorn 

Will be melted away like the dews of the morn! 

Nay, more than this, from their souls will be swept 

The serpents of pride that within them had slept, 

And they will go forth to the contest assured 

That, through His precious word who all sorrows endured, 
By this sign they shall conquer, though the skies are o’ercast 
And be crowned with the wreath of the victor at last! 


By 


Sir Knight Rev. Charles J. White, pastor of the First 
Universalist Church, was next introduced and he delivered 
a very able address dealing with the Crusades, the founding 
of the Orders of Knights Hospitallers, Knights Templar 
and Knights of Malta. He also touched upon the pure life 
and noble characteristics of the patron saint of our Order, 
St. John the Baptist. 


Sir Knight J. W. V. Rich, a former principal of the Woon- 
socket High School, was the last speaker and in the course 
of his pleasing remarks, said that the friendship of the Sir 
Knights of Woonsocket Commandery was the friendliest he 
had ever experienced and the friendship of the people of 
Woonsocket, the truest. 


We now revert to the wording of the account in the 
Reporter: 


\ After the intellectual exercises a bountiful repast was served in the 
dining hall, the menu of which consisted of cold chicken, lobster salad, 
cold tongue, cold ham, mashed potatoes, rolls, brown bread, strawberries 
and cream, ice cream, tea and lemonade. 


Members of Border Grange furnished and served the 


supper. Over two hundred sat at the tables and the Reporter 
states that — 


the cooking was excellent and there was an abundance of everything. 
The strawberries were selected ‘natives’ and the cream genuine. 


While the ladies and children were being served at the 
first table, the Sir Knights enjoyed a game of football. 

The Cornet Band entertained during the afternoon with 
selections in their best style and also furnished music for 
dancing. After the indoor exercises, they were stationed in 
an adjacent field and among their selections they grandly 
rendered ‘‘Maritana,”’ the performance of which won for the 
band a prize at a band tournament at Rocky Point during 
the summer of 1876. 


{w 
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The account closes as follows: 


It was late in the evening when the happy party started for home, 
all delighted with the healthful outing and all the pleasure it brought. 
The dew was on leaf and flower, the birds had long since folded their 
wings to rest; the aroma of the hay-fields permeated the atmosphere, 
the sky was clear and the June moon in all her glory of silvery bright- 
ness shed her light upon the scene. The day will live in the memory 
of the young as well as those of riper years along the whole of life's 
journey to the end. Eminent Commander George W. Miller, Past 
Commander Seth S. Getchell and Sir Knights Daniel W. Senior, Albert 
V. Hicks, Fred W. Arnold and Frank H. Mills, deserve great credit for 
the management of the whole affair. 


Recognizing the value of the original charter and the pos- 
sibility of its destruction by fire, on June 12, 1894, it was 


Voted that the Recorder procure a copy of the Charter and that 
P.E. Sir S. S. Getchell procure a case for the Charter and a place for 
its safe keeping. 


Many interesting gatherings we are obliged to pass over 
because of the fact that it was apparently not in vogue to 
make them the occasions of Special Conclaves, and in this 
manner secure a record of them. 

One of these was arranged as an observance of St. John’s 
Day in 1894. The date falling upon Sunday, a committee 
consisting of Eminent Sir Seth S. Getchell, James W. Greene, 
Albert V. Hicks, Charles H. Gorton, Samuel P. Cook, Caleb 
L. Knight and George H. Miller arranged a service to be 
held in the Asylum at four o’clock in the afternoon, at which 
Sir Knight J. W. V. Rich was to deliver an address. Sir 
Knights and their families were invited to attend. We find 
in The Evening Call of Monday, June 25, 1894, the following 
account: , 


Woonsocket Commandery, Knights Templar, held service at 4 o'clock 
Sunday afternoon in their Asylum in memory of their patron Saint, 
John the Baptist. 

A number of Knights Templar and their families were present and 
enjoyed the exercises. Sir Knight Daniel W. Senior presided and Sir 
Knight Charles J. White led in prayer. A double quartet composed of 
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Miss Lizzie Holden and Miss Mattie Richardson, altos; Mrs. George 
Knight and Miss Minnie Farnum, sopranos; Alvertus Dean and Everett 
Lewis, tenors; Edwin Washburn and Frank E. Holden, bassos, con- 
tributed the vocal music. The selections rendered were ‘‘From Epypt's 
bondage” Page; ‘Hear our prayer’ Mozart; tenor solo, Alvertus Dean, 
assisted by choir ‘Sing unto the Lord” Buck; duet by Miss Farnum 
and Everett Lewis. 

Sir Knight J. W. V. Rich of Providence, who needs no introduction 
to a Woonsocket audience, was present and made an address. The 
learned speaker dwelt at length upon the many sterling qualities St. 
John possessed and urged that Masons imitate him. He was a man 
before he was a preacher, and a man of more than ordinary ability. 
He unswervingly devoted his life to the cause God had called him. 
Prof. Rich graphically described the life of St. John from the time of 
his birth to the day of his execution. The lecture was instructive as 
well as interesting and commanded close attention. 


Would that there were more occasions in our Asylum to 
which we might bring our own with us! 


A pleasurable outing was held in the summer of 1895, it 
being during Eminent Sir Daniel Widmer Senior's first term 
as Commander. This occurred on Tuesday, July 31, and 
we are again indebted to The Evening Reporter for the ac- 


count, which appears in the issue of the following day and 
from which we quote in part: 


About forty Sir Knights and about the same number of ladies partici- 
pated in this outing. The 8:38 train was taken in the morning for 
Pawtucket and after arrival there, the Steamer “Pioneer” was boarded 
anda sail enjoyed down the Seekonk River and Narragansett Bay as 
far as Bristol, returning to Silver Spring, where the party landed and 
proceeded up over the hill to the Union Club grounds on Halsey Farm 
grounds which are not only interesting so far as natural beauty is one 
cerned but because they have a history. These grounds stand high 
upon a bluff overlooking Narragansett Bay, and are beautified by 
nature in a good growth of shade trees and pear and apple trees in full 
bearing, the yield of fruit being large. Statuary in the open air and 
beds of flowers add to the picturesqueness of the scene. The farm is 
named after Thomas Halsey, at one time United States Consul to 
Brazil, and who, while there married a Spanish lady of great fortune. 
Two sons born of this marriage are still in Brazil. The farm was fre- 
quently visited during summer months by Halsey and his wife and the 
place improved and beautified by them. 
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The mansion on the grounds was named by them Hauterive 

And now to the day’s recreation. On the arrival of the party at the 
mansion a lunch was served and relished. After this a walk about the 
grounds by the ladies and football and other sports by the gentlemen 
occupied the time until about 1 [o'clock] when one of the best shore 
dinners ever enjoyed was partaken. Eminent Commander D, W. Senior 
and the other members of the outing committee have a right to the 
congratulations of the party for making such an excellent selection of 
grounds and host. After dinner a game of base ball was indulged in 
between the Duffers and the Muffers. F. W. Senior was captain of the 
Muffers and James W. Greene captain of the Duffers. Fisk and Senior 
were the battery of the former and Greene and Cooper the battery of 
the latter. §S. Gaunt acted as umpire and Miss Florence P. Mowry 
scored the game. The Muffers won by a score of 14 to 6. 


Dancing in the dining hall followed the ball game. Houghton’s 
Orchestra, William H. Houghton, leader, furnished music for dancing 
and also played during the dinner hour. 


It was announced that the boat would leave the wharf at Silver 
Spring for Pawtucket at 5:20. Just after 5 a thunder storm of great 
severity set in. In fact it seemed like three distinct storms, the thunder 
sounding forth from three separate points like artillery batteries of 
contending armies. The rain came down in torrents and flooded the 
grounds in the vicinity of the mansion. It was impossible for the ladies 
to go out in such a storm and therefore a delay of the boat was neces- 
sary. Commander Senior braved the storm and went to the wharf, 
where he prevailed on the captain to delay the boat, and then came 
back and reported. In about three-quarters of an hour the rain ceased 
and all started for the ‘‘Pioneer,” which was duly reached and boarded 
by all but seven. The steamer left the wharf just one hour behind 
scheduled time but everything was all right, as train connections were 
made and the happy party arrived in the city at 8:03. Commander 
Senior in his anxiety for the welfare of others delayed too long. He and 
six others did not arrive when the steamer started. A train was taken 
for Providence from Silver Spring by them, however, and connections 
made so that all going returned on the same train to the city. 

Everyone who participated will always retain pleasant memories of 


that happy day. 


In anticipation of the approaching Triennial Conclave at 
Boston, it seemed desirable to purchase a new banner for 
the occasion. A committee with this object in charge se- 
cured the one which our Standard Bearer now guards and 
on Tuesday, August 13, 1895, at a Regular Conclave, the 
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chairman of the Committee, Sir Charles M. Arnold, reported 
that the banner had been purchased at a cost of $150, and 
was ready for inspection. 


The Triennial parade in Boston took place August 27, 
1895. This was a great occasion for this Commandery and 
we regret to find no account on record. Eminent Sir Daniel 
Widmer Senior was Commander. Much time was spent in 
drilling under Sir Knight James W. Greene, Drill Master, 
whose efficient efforts in preparation for the event and whose 
handling of the line on the day of the parade brought him 
a vote of thanks at the September Conclave, when Sir 
Knight Greene expressed himself as well pleased with the 
marching and showing made by the Commandery. The 
Woonsocket Cornet Band furnished music. This Com- 
mandery’s assessment toward the expenses of the Triennial 
was $825.00, but $165.00 of this was afterward returned. 

‘ Eminent Sir Daniel Widmer Senior supplies the informa- 
tion that 116 Sir Knights were in line and that the Com- 
mandery made a good military appearance. A house on 
Massachusetts Avenue between Tremont and Washington 
Streets was leased for the day as Headquarters, where the 
sister Commanderies were entertained. A platform was 
erected at the front of the house, from which the ladies, of 


which there was a large delegation, viewed the parade. The 
Proprietor of the house catered. 


, The Evening Call of Tuesday, August 27, 1895, bears upon 
its first page the following account: 


EXTRA 
In Gala Attire 
Boston welcomes the visiting Knights 
A Monster Parade 
25,000 Plumes wave in the breeze 
750,000 people look on 
Woonsocket sends 77 Knights 

and 500 sightseers 

Word pictures by our 

special correspondent 


Si 


Today Boston surrendered to invading humanity and included in 
her captors were 500 souls from this city, of that number 77 were mem- 
bers of Woonsocket Commandery Knights Templar. The remainder 
comprised wives, sons and daughters of the members and others, all of 
whom went to see one of the grandest parades ever made in the streets 
of the Hub. 

The departure of the train containing the visitors reminded one of 
an old time excursion party when annual society excursions were in 
their palmy days and when large crowds turned out to see the excursion- 
ists off. It is estimated that nearly 500 were at the depot to see the 
knights depart. 

The members of Woonsocket Commandery assembled at their hall 
on Main Street at 7 o’clock. The work of arranging the line was quickly 
disposed of by the Commander and Marshal and a parade was then 
made to the depot by way of Railroad Street. The line was reviewed 
by ‘many people who left their homes early expressly to see the parade 
and if they were inconvenienced they were repaid for their trouble 
for they heard sweet music, saw good marching and witnessed a pretty 
parade, the members of the Commandery looked especially natty in 
their new uniforms. 

When the line reached the depot the members formed into company 
front then walked in single file to the cars which were waiting to receive 
them. Commander Daniel W. Senior was in command of the line. 
The Woonsocket Cornet Band, 20 pieces, Joseph A. Emidy, leader, 
furnished music. 


Then follows a general description of the parade as seen 
by the correspondent in Boston. 


The following day, in an editorial paragraph, The Call 
said: 


The Knight Templars of this city may be stiff and sore today, but 
there is ointment in the thought that they made as creditable a showing 
in Boston yesterday as any Commandery from anywhere. 


This same issue also contained the following: 


The part that Woonsocket played in the tremendous show in Boston, 
yesterday is a credit to the city. Our city contributed its full share to 
the grandest spectacle that New England has ever seen. There were 
quite 30,000 Knights Templars in line and they had with them 132 
bands of music, gathered from all quarters of the union and from Canada. 

The Woonsocket Commandery left for Boston at 7:30 yesterday 
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morning. Eighty Sir Knights were aboard the train and a lot of lovely 
ladies accompanied them. These ladies did not know when they left 
for Boston that their praises would be sung in many cities because of 
the impression they made upon the thousands of Templars. 

The engine that drew the train from Woonsocket had a hot box near 
West Medway, and the delay caused did not do any damage except to 
deprive Mr. Seth S. Getchell of the pleasure of riding with the Grand 
Marshal’s staff. When Mr. Getchell got to the Commander’s head- 
quarters in Boston the staff had left for the head of the line. He de- 
clined a dozen invitations to ride in carriages and fell in with the Woon- 
socket Commandery, tramping the long march without regret for his 
horse that never came. 

It was a hard march. The Knights were on their feet from shortly 
after 9 o’clock until nearly 5 o’clock in the afternoon. Most of the 
Woonsocketers held out until the time for them to fall out to review 
the! line; and along the line they received a lot of attention. 

Rubber boots, rubber boots, where are your rubber boots?” was one 
chorus that went up on Washington Street as the Woonsocket Knights 
passed by. } At another stage, during a halt, the Woonsocketers were 
showered with pears, peaches and other kinds of fruit, which was caught 
on the fly and eaten with a relish. One enthusiastic individual threw 
a bottle of lager from a window to refresh the uniformed men from 
Weerreket But it fell on the pavement and flew into a thousand 
a a te es of last Beg we told the story of the great parade, 
ee tas ena oeldiae through clouds of bunting that fluttered 
’ Bae ine story of how the Woonsocket ladies saw the parade and the 
Se ae ses they received from thousands of Knights who made 
ae ae admiration for the fair visitors 

An entire building at 551 Massachusetts Avenue had been secured 
for the headquarters of the Woonsocket Commandery. In front of this 
a reviewing stand was filled before 10 o'clock in the morning by the 
wives, sisters and daughters of the Knights ‘from this cit the 
building a caterer with a large corps of assistants kept eervauinents on 
several tables all day long, and these refreshments were ver rateful 
in the heat. The building was decorated from the roof oe ede 
above to the reviewing stand on the ground. In addition to the d 
eo of bunting the building was covered with ivy, and the aan. 
se oe all this for a background to enhance their natural 

The first triumph for the ladies was when Governor Greenhalge rode 
id as his military staff. The governor glanced up at our ladies and 
a ea ae by baring his head and bowing to them until 
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Soon after there was a halt and the Commandery to pause in front 
of the Woonsocket headquarters was one from Washington, D. C. 
Luncheon was passed out to this Commandery and when the march 
was resumed the Knights bowed themselves away. 

Another halt stationed the Newburyport Knights in front of our head- 
quarters, and the officers ordered the band to serenade our ladies, which 
was done in beautiful style. Then they resumed the march, a river of 
plumes passing into a sea of faces. 

When the Milford Commandery came along the Knights were glad 
to see the Woonsocket ladies, and they shook their swords in the sun, 
which made its first appearance of the day as this delegation passed by. 

The music up to this point had been of an ambitious order, but when 
a South Boston band glided by playing ‘‘Tramp, tramp, tramp the boys 
are marching” it made the ladies shake their handkerchiefs and put 
them in excellent humor to receive Woonsocket Commandery, which 
came soon after. 

It was 1:05 o'clock when the waiting Woonsocket women saw their 
fathers, brothers and husbands come down the avenue escorted by the 
Cornet Band. Then the ladies stood up and gave them a royal recep- 
tion, which the knights from our city responded to by waving their 
plumed chapeaux. 

By this time the sun was hurting the marchers, and they drank 
eagerly of the ice water and lemonade passed out to them. But a Com- 
mandery from New York forgot the heat when they passed by the 
Woonsocket headquarters, their red-coated band playing ‘The Star 
Spangled Banner” and the ladies got an ovation from these gallants. 

The knights from Vermont were followed by those from Virginia and 
the Southerners saw in the collection of grace and beauty on the Woon- 
socket stand that which made them cheer. Kentucky, leading Maine, 
gave the same chivalrous courtesy to our ladies, already loaded with 
honors by knights from afar. 

The avenue in front of our headquarters was pa 
the change was so great from the uneven pavement of the streets they 
had been marching over, that it prompted the different Commanderies 
to do their prettiest in drill evolutions. 

The visitors from Woonsocket, therefore, had the best in the march- 
ing line, done for their inspection. A band from Detroit did several 
clever things when they came abreast of our quarters, and the men 
from Ann Arbor, Mich., shouted their friendly greetings to the faces 
that were flushed with righteous pleasure on the Woonsocket stand. 

The delegation from Calumet, Mich., paused in front and did a lot 
of intricate wheels and countermarches as their tribute to the ladies who 
represented our city. When the Chicago knights came along they were 
evidently tired from the exertion and exposure. But the leader looked 
up at the female faces we are interested in, a smile of pleasure came into 
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his face at what he saw, and lifting his plumed hat, he made a bow so 
full of homage and pleasure to the ladies that the crowds turned once 
more to the Woonsocket stand to see what caused so swift a change. 
There was almost silence for the moment and then the crowd applauded, 
the knights took it up, and another success for Woonsocket's fair ones 
was recorded. 

, Everybody was anxious to see the California knights who were in 
divisions of 11, and when these proud chaps, who had crossed the con- 
tinent to grace the Conclave, came along, they got the reception of the 
day. A body of mounted Californians led off, each man wearing a 
broad felt hat, one flap of which was held back with a silver cross. Black 
velvet capes and black plumes contrasted with their silver swords and 
ornaments. Each of the Californians was on the broad smile as he 
looked up at the stand which had attracted so much respectful attention 
during the long day. 

And so it was all day. All kinds of honors were lavishly laid before 
the ladies from this city. There were 132 bands in line, and nearly 
every one had a giant drum major. These drum majors almost threw 
themselves out of joint as they passed the Woonsocket stand, trying 
to the best of their ability to do themselves proud as they went under 
the inspection of the eyes that had made such impression on the knights 
from all the states. There were plenty of other reviewing stands on 
Massachusetts Avenue, but the great bulk of the honors went to one 
stand. It was a singular and a significant thing to see, and the ladies 
who created all this pleasant notice bore their honors with becoming 
modesty and good breeding. 

When the procession had passed by, it having taken nearly five hours 
for it to pass the Woonsocket stand, there was supper in the head- 
quarters, and the Woonsocket Cornet Band serenaded the knights and 
their ladies. 

In the evening most of the company from this city remained to wit- 
ness the illuminations in the city, and some of the knights remained in 
Boston over night to see more of the Conclave programme, for there 
remained a couple of days’ festivities before the knights will say that 
they have finished the celebration. 

Most of the Woonsocketers returned home on the 11 o'clock train. 

The event yesterday was the biggest thing ever seen in New England. 

There were nearly a million people looking on as the procession 
passed, and it was a remarkably orderly crowd. Spectators were im- 
pressed by the distinguished bearing of the knights, everyone of whom 
seemed to be a solid citizen and a manly man. 

It is safe to say that no other organization in the country could put 
up the display of wealth and intelligent bearing which characterized 
the stupendous spectacle which yesterday passed through the streets 
of Boston. 
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The officers of Woonsocket Commandery in the parade were E. 
Sir Daniel W. Senior, Commander; Sir ed W. Arnold, Generalissimo; 
Sir A. B. White, Captain General; Sir Livingston Scott, Prelate; Sir 
James W. Greene, $.W.; Sir Charles F. Richardson, J.W.; Sir E. Charles 
Francis, Treasurer; Sir Byron I. Cook, Recorder; Sir Clement E. Darling, 
Sword Bearer, Sir W. Henry Bailey, First Guard; Sir Fred Hadfield, 
Second Guard; Sir Frank H. Mills, Third Guard; Sir James A. Cooper, 
Warder, Sir Albert V. Hicks, Armorer; Sir John Hackett, Sentinel. 


On November 12, 1895, Eminent Sir Daniel Widmer 
Senior, Sir Knight Captain-General James W. Greene and 
Sir Knight Stephen Magown were appointed to purchase 
a United States Flag for the Commandery. The perform- 
ance of their duties gave us the National Emblem which we 
trust will be a part of our insignia as long as the Com- 
mandery endures. 


On Easter Sunday, April 5, 1896, Eminent Sir Frederick 
Wilbur Arnold, Commander, with sixty-one Sir Knights, 
attended Divine Worship at the First Universalist Church 
by invitation of Sir Knight Rev. Charles J. White, the 
pastor. 

Resolutions were adopted at the Regular Conclave in 
April, expressing appreciation to Sir Knight Rev. Charles J. 
White — 


for the courtesies received his eloquent discourse, the beautiful 
and appropriate music of the church choir and the efforts of all others 
on that occasion to enable the Sir Knights to properly observe the day. 


The first Record we find of participation in Christmas 
Greetings to the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment, 
is on Christmas Day, Friday, December 25, 1896, when 
Eminent Sir Frederick Wilbur Arnold and about sixty Sir 
Knights joined in the sentiments proposed to M.E. Sir 
Warren LaRue Thomas. 


FOURTH DECADE 
1897-1906 


1897-1906 


Sir Charles I. Litchfield, Grand Lecturer, who came 

for the purpose of making an official inspection. 
With him as Grand Warder, came his brother, Eminent Sir 
Henry H. Litchfield. We think that this was his initial 
visit to Woonsocket Commandery and that he must have 
been pleased with the treatment he received, for he came 
again and many times more. We trust that he will continue 
to come, for it is always a pleasure to behold the good-will 
that ever beams from his countenance. 


QO’: March 9, 1897, we read of a visit from Eminent 


This Commandery had long laid claim to being No. 23 
among the Commanderies in the jurisdiction of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island, which claim seems to have been out 
of accord with the ideas of the Grand Commandery, so on 
April 13, 1897, the Council with the assistance of Eminent 
Sir Francello George Jillson, were authorized to procure 
such data as might be necessary to support our claim and 
present it at the Semi-Annual Conclave of the Grand Com- 
mandery. The matter was duly presented on May 20, 1897, 
and Grand Recorder Eminent Sir Benjamin W. Rowell, 
with characteristic promptness, made response the following 
day that the dispensation to Connecticut Valley Encamp- 
ment was granted December 22, 1866, and that the dispen- 
sation to Woonsocket Encampment was granted January 31, 
1867, and that the law governing charter gives rank and 
precedence from the day the dispensation was granted. 
This was not a pleasant dose for Woonsocket Commandery 
to swallow, as everything that bore a number in our equip- 
ment, bore the number 23, to say nothing of swords, cases 
and Templar charms of members. 

This matter lay dormant for four years until on May 14, 
1901, Eminent Sir Stephen Magown, Commander, appointed 
Eminent Sirs Seth Sherman Getchell, Ira Wilbur Arnold 
and Daniel Widmer Senior, a Committee to ascertain the 
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correct number of this Commandery. They reported June 
11, 1901, their findings being in effect just as the Grand 
Recorder had stated. Their report concludes thus: 


Whatever errors may have been committed in Grand Commandery 
reports whether typographical or otherwise there is no help for it now; 
the facts are beyond question that Connecticut Valley Commandery 
supersedes or outranks Woonsocket Commandery and your Committee 
is of the opinion that this conclusion settles this question beyond further 
contention or controversy. 

Courteously submitted, 
SetH S. GETCHELL 
Ira W. ARNOLD 
Committee 


It was voted that the report be accepted, recorded and 
placed on file; also that the Council be a Committee to see 
that all necessary changes in numbers be made on banner 
and elsewhere as required. So the change was made and in 
these later days, since ‘number 23” has become so much of 
a joke in the slang of the period, we are very glad indeed to 
have our sister Commandery possess it and not ourselves. 
Very plainly, the well-known phrase was never meant to 
apply to Woonsocket Commandery. 


On Easter Sunday, April 18, 1897, Eminent Sir Frederick 
Wilbur Arnold, Commander, and seventy-five Sir Knights 
in uniform, attended Divine worship at the First Univer- 
salist Church and listened to a sermon by Sir Knight Rev. 
Charles J. White, and music by a special choir. The Sir 
Knights were assigned a part in the service. 


Again, on Saturday, December 25, 1897, the Commandery 
attended service at the St. James Episcopal Church, on invi- 
tation of Rev. William Sheafe Chase. Sir Knight Rev. 
W. F. B. Jackson of Providence, R. I., delivered an eloquent 
address and the edifice was beautifully decorated with Christ- 
mass greenery, among which were several Masonic emblems. 
After the service the Commandery returned to the Asylum 
for the usual Christmas exercises. 
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The Woonsocket Masonic Building Association having 
been formed — 


A communication from [Sir Knight] Charles M. Arnold, President 
of the Woonsocket Masonic Building Association requesting that the 
Commandery subscribe for stock, was received and upon motion of 
Sir Stephen Magown it was Vorep: that the Commandery subscribe 
for 50 shares of the Capital Stock at $10 per share of the Woonsocket 
Masonic Building Association and that the Treasurer of the Commandery 
is hereby appointed to represent the Commandery in the transactions 
of the Association. 


On Easter Sunday, April 10, 1898, Eminent Sir Frederick 
Wilbur Arnold, Commander, with sixty-four Sir Knights in 
uniform, attended service at the First Universalist Church, 
by invitation of the Pastor, Sir Knight Rev. Charles J. 
White. 


On Saturday, October 8, 1898, twenty-four Sir Knights of 
Woonsocket Commandery left this city to attend the 
Twenty-Seventh Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States, at Pittsburg, Pa. They com- 
prised 


Eminent Sir Frederick W. Arnold Sir John Gunn 
Sir Ambrose B. White Sir L. L. Remington 
Sir Stephen Magown Sir Frederick G. Kuhl 


Sir Frank A. Cooke Sir H. Eugene Getchell 
Sir George W. Spaulding Sir James Gough 

Sir Albert V. Hicks Sir W. Henry Bailey 
Sir Hugh Peden Sir John F. Snelling 


Sir Charles D. Southwick Sir Robert Sproat 

Sir Charles E. Wheelock Sir Oliver C. Crumley 
Sir Fred F, Addison Sir John Roney 

Sir Clement E. Darling Sir George H. Emmott 
Sir Simeon Gaunt Sir Charles W. Flagg 


Mrs. Frederick G. Kuhl and Mrs. Oliver C. Crumley accom- 
panied them. The party was escorted to the station by 
forty Sir Knights in command of Eminent Sir Seth S. 
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Getchell, headed by the Woonsocket Cornet Band and the 
train taken to Providence. The Record states: 


From Providence cars were taken to Stonington thence by boat to 
New York arriving Sunday morning. After breakfast on the boat the 
ferry was taken to Jersey City; thence by rail to Gettysburg where 
dinner was partaken of after which a ride over the battlefield to points 
of interest. Cars were taken after supper and arrived at Pittsburg, 
Monday at 6 A.M., and received by a committee. Monday was spent 
visiting points of interest. Tuesday the Grand Parade [Woonsocket 
Commandery] forming a portion of the 2nd Division. | Wednesday 
visiting points of interest. Wednesday night cars were taken for Wash- 
ington, D. C. Arrived Thursday morning. Thursday and Friday in 
Washington. Left Washington Saturday for New York (three hours 
stopover in Philadelphia). Arrived in New York at 6 P.M., thence 
by boat and rail to Woonsocket arriving at Woonsocket at 10 o’clock 
Sunday morning. 


And the Commandery was closed without form. 


é During the administration of Eminent Sir Ambrose Burn- 
side White as Commander, our quarters having become 
cramped, committees were appointed by the Lodge, Chapter 
and Commandery to confer with the heirs of Willis Cook 
relative to hiring the third floor of this building (Cook's 
Block). Eminent Sirs Ambrose B. White and Sirs Frank A. 
Cooke and Charles M. Arnold represented this body. Ar- 
tangements with the owners having been effected, this Com- 
mittee was continued on June 13, 1899, with full power to 
act and authority to purchase necessary furnishings for the 
additional rooms, in conjunction with the committees of 
the Lodge and Chapter. 

Their duties were completed and under date of Decem- 
ber 11, 1900, they made a detailed report of their doings 
which consisted briefly as follows: 


ist. The preparation of plans and specifications for the alteration 
of the third and fourth floors and attic of Cook’s Block. 


2nd. The leasing of the same for a period of ten years fro ly 1 
1900, at an annual rental of $600.00. 4 aide 


3rd. The purchase of the furniture now in use. 


69 


The total cost of alterations, furniture, etc., was $3123.61, 
which was sustained by the Lodge, Chapter and Commandery 
in equal shares. 

A paragraph of the report reads: 


Your favorable notice is called to the zeal and attention given by 
Walter S. Thayer in carrying out the details of the work of the Commit- 
tee, also the particular and professional services of Sirs Spaulding and 
Mills, always freely given to the Committee and the kindness and 
extra services of Sir S. Frank Freeman, doing a large amount of hard 
work during the period of changes and repairs and the favorable con- 
sideration and prices given by Sir Henry F. Hoyt for upholstering 
work. 


Due credit was also given to Brother Walter D. Peck for 
the special discount secured by him on the furniture 
contract. 

Everything having been completed, informal reopening 
exercises were held, consisting of vocal and instrumental 
music, followed by refreshments and dancing, the expense 
of which was contributed by the Brethren, Companions and 
Sir Knights. 

The gratuitous musical services of Sir Joseph W. Nichols 
and Mrs. Clara L. Lee, Miss Charlotte M. Anthony and 
members of the chorus were gratefully acknowledged. The 
Committee in conclusion recommended 


1st.—That S. Frank Freeman be engaged as janitor at the rate of 
One Dollar per day for each day in the year, from the first day of Jan. 
1901, said sum to include care of all rooms and attendance upon all 
regular, special and emergent meetings of the Lodge, Chapter, Council, 
Commandery and meetings of the Chapter of the Order of the Eastern 
Star as well as his services for all of said bodies if desired. 


2nd.—That Woonsocket Council No. 4, Royal and Select Masters 
and Woonsocket Chapter No. 3, Order of the Eastern Star each be 
charged an annual rental of $150.00 on and after Jan. 1, 1901, the same 
to be paid quarterly and that the regular meetings of said Council are to 
be held on the third Tuesday of each month and those of the Chapter 
of the Eastern Star to be held on the fourth Wednesday of each month, 
including the Annual meeting which occurs on the 2nd Wednesday in 
December, and that the dates of all special meetings or of rehearsals of 
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both of said bodies shall be arranged for by them, with the Worshipful 
Master of Morning Star Lodge. 


These recommendations were adopted. 


Christmas Day, Monday, December 25, 1899, was ob- 
served by attendance at St. James Episcopal Church, where 
services appropriate to the day were conducted by Rev. 
William Sheafe Chase, after which the Sir Knights repaired 
to the Asylum, where at ‘‘12 o’clock noon, Eastern Standard 
Time,” Eminent Sir Stephen Magown led the Sir Knights 


in greetings to the M.E. Grand Master, Reuben Hedley 
Lloyd. 


Eminent Sir Moses Pierce Roberts, now a man well ad- 
vanced in years petitioned for a dimit on February 13, 1900, 
and his request was granted. He afterward presented the 
Commandery with many volumes of Masonic works, of 
which we regard as the most valuable, a nearly complete set 
of Grand Commandery Proceedings. The missing numbers 
have since been supplied and the whole substantially bound, 
so that we now possess a complete set from the organization 
of the Grand Commandery in 1805 to the present date. 


During the term of Eminent Sir Stephen Magown as 
Commander, an invitation was accepted from Milford Com- 
mandery No. 11, of Milford, Mass., to unite with them and 
Worcester County, Holy Sepulchre and Natick Command- 
eries in a field day. Turning to the Record, we read: 


The lines were formed headed by the Woonsocket Cornet Band and 
proceeded to the New Haven Station to receive Holy Sepulchre Com- 
mandery and escort them to the Midland Station where a special train 
— taken for Milford. Arriving at Milford was received by Milford 

ommandery and escorted to the Town Hall where a light collation 
was served. After the arrival of Worcester County and Natick Com- 
manderies a short street parade was made and cars taken for South 
Framingham where a dinner was served. After-dinner speeches, band 
concerts and general good time was the entertainment. The lines were 
formed and Worcester County and Natick Commanderies returning 
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home, Holy Sepulchre, Milford and Woonsocket Commanderies return- 
ing to Milford. At Milford the Commanderies marched to the Town 
Hall and after a rest of two hours, cars were taken for home. Arriving 
home, escorted Holy Sepulchre Commandery to the New Haven Station. 
Commandery returned to the Asylum and closed without form. 


Attest, 
Byron I. Cook, 
Rec. 


At the Regular Conclave, held October 9, 1900, after the 
reading of his Annual Report by Sir Knight E. Charles 
Francis, Treasurer, it was 


Voted: That the thanks of the Commandery be extended to Sir 
Knight Treasurer for his services for the past twenty years. 


The Triennial at Louisville, Kentucky, was held in August, 
1901, and on Saturday, the 24th, a party from this Com- 
mandery started on the journey. It comprised Eminent Sir 
Stephen Magown, Commander, Sirs Frank A. Cooke, Leon 
A. Bailey, Henry F. Hoyt, Ezra D. Groves, Charles W. Flagg, 
Walter E. Fiske, Charles E. Wheelock, Oscar W. Fuller, 
Leander H. Balcome, John Gunn, John F. Snelling, Oliver 
C. Crumley and William H. Dixon, of this Commandery, 
and Sir L. L. Remington, of Worcester County Commandery. 
Besides these, Mrs. Oliver C. Crumley and Arthur L. Flagg, 
son of Sir Knight Charles W. Flagg, went as guests. 

The party was escorted to the depot by the Sir Knights 
who remained at home, the Woonsocket Cornet Band sup- 
plying the music for a short parade. The train was taken to 
Providence, where the voyagers joined St. Johns, Calvary 
and Holy Sepulchre Commanderies, and the journey was 
then continued to New London, Conn., where the boat for 
New York was taken. The remainder of the journey was 
by rail, arriving in Louisville at 3:00 o'clock P. M. on Monday. 

The grand parade was on Tuesday, and Wednesday was 
devoted to sight seeing. On Thursday the return journey 
was begun and traveling via Cincinnati, Buffalo and Niagara 
Falls, home was reached at 11:45 A. M., the following Mon- 
day. 
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At this point we digress a moment to take note of the Sir 
Knights from whose Records these compilations have been 
made. The record of the very first meeting is in the fine 
penmanship of Eminent Sir Francello George Jillson, at that 
time Town Clerk of the Town of Woonsocket. While the 
name of Sir Knight William E. Coe is subscribed to this 
and the Record of the following meeting, a glance at the 
Town records is sufficient to identify it. 

His successor as Recorder was Sir Knight George White, 
who served from February 25, 1867, to July 9, 1867, when 
he was succeeded by Sir Knight Samuel Alpheus Walker, 
who is now the last surviving Charter Member. He served 
until May 11, 1869, when he was relieved of his duties 
at his own request and Eminent Sir Ira Wilbur Arnold was 
elected to complete his year. 


Eminent Sir Walter Edward Parker was elected Recorder 
on October 12, 1869, and served two years, until October 16, 
1871, and the Records of this period in his handwriting are 
very beautiful. The successors were Sir Reuben Olney 
Cooke (1 year), Sir George H. Miller, who wrote the excellent 
Record of the Festival of September 24, 1874 (2 years), Sir 
Dwight R. Adams (1 year), Sir James W. Greene (1 year) 
Sir Samuel P. Cook (8 years), Sir Caleb L. Knight (5 eae, 
Eminent Sir Daniel W. Senior (1 year), Sir Byron I. Cook 


(11 years), and the compiler of this hi 
, s hist = 
ber 8, 1901, who still serves. Delite wae 


Sir Knight William McKinley, President of the United 
States, fell by the hand of an assassin on September 6, 1901 
and died eight days later. R.E. Sir Winthrop Westenper, 
Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, issued General Orders No. 7 
Series 1900-1901, transmitting to the several Gannnrmuiesies 
the Order promulgated by M.E. Sir Henry Bates Stoddard 
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment, Knights arempler, 
U.S. A., directing that a page in the Records be Gsariied 
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to his memory; that the order be read at the head of the 
lines at the first Conclave after its receipt, and that all 
Templars duly observe the day of his interment. 


On November 12, 1901, at the first Conclave after his 
election, Eminent Sir Frank Austin Cooke appointed Emi- 
nent Sirs Ira W. Arnold, Stephen Magown and Frederick W. 
Arnold as a Committee to revise the By-Laws, it having 
become necessary to make provision for the establishment 
of Life Membership and Permanent Fund. Your present 
Recorder was added to this Committee on December 10, 
1901. Their report was made January 14, 1902, and the 
new By-Laws were adopted. Eminent Sir Cooke presented 
the Commandery with a specially made book to contain the 
new code of By-Laws, with ruled pages for data concerning 
the members, for which he received the thanks of the Com- 
mandery. These By-Laws were approved by the Grand 
Commandery on January 14, 1902, and the Committee was 
authorized to have them printed, together with other matter 
of interest, which was done. 

The first Board of Trustees of the Permanent Fund was 
elected June 10, 1902, and consisted of Sir Charles Eliab 
Ballou (3 years), Eminent Sir Ira Wilbur Arnold (2 years) and 
Eminent Sir Stephen Magown (1 year). 


On Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25, 1901, Emi- 
nent Sir Frank Austin Cooke, Commander, with thirty Sir 
Knights in full Templar uniform, attended service at the 
St. James Episcopal Church, by invitation of Rev. William 
Sheafe Chase, after which they repaired to the Asylum, 
where toasts were participated in to Most Eminent Sir 
Henry Bates Stoddard, Grand Master of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, and others. 


In the record of the Stated Conclave held March 11, 1902, 
we find a page dedicated to Companion John Marble Raw- 
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son, of East Douglas, Mass., upon whom the IIlustrious Order 
of the Red Cross was conferred in this Commandery on 
November 12, 1901. Illness prevented him from appearing 
to receive the remaining Orders and his death occurred on 
February 13, 1902, in his sixtieth year. 


During Eminent Sir Frank Austin Cooke’s second term as 
Commander, a Special Conclave was held Easter Sunday, 
April 12, 1903, at six o’clock in the evening for the purpose 
of attending Divine worship at the St. James Episcopal 
Church, by invitation of the rector, Rev. William Ashton 
Thompson. The line was in charge of Sir Knight General- 
issimo Frank H. Mills and marched in this order: Officers 
in form of triangle; standard and U.S. Flag; platoon of 
Past Commanders; Commandery in two ranks. Fifty-seven 
Sir Knights were in line. 


Some preliminary steps had been taken toward the adop- 
tion of a Commandery Badge, but nothing having been 
determined upon, Eminent Sir Frank Henry Mills, at the 
Stated Conclave next following his election to the first office 
in this Commandery, requested that the designs and figures 
obtained in 1896 be produced at the next Stated Conclave. 
These not being altogether satisfactory, the Eminent Com- 
mander appointed Sirs Charles W. Flagg, Walter S. Thayer 
and Harry H. Wardle as a Committee to procure further 
designs and prices. They later— 


recommended the adoption of a Coat-of-Arms which should form the 
design for the Commandery Seal, for the Official and exchange badges, 
and which should also be borne upon the stationery, and upon the 
notices of the Stated Conclaves. 


On June 14, 1904, they presented a device for considera- 
tion, which was adopted as the Coat-of-Arms of Woonsocket 
Commandery, No. 24, of Knights Templars and the Append- 
ant Orders, the heraldic description of which is as follows: 
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Arms: Quarterly: 


First, Vert, a cross Humettee, gules. 

Second, Or, a cross Pattée, sable. 

Third, Sable, a Cross of Malta, the Arms of the 
United States, proper color. 

Fourth, Argent, a Passion Cross, gules. 


Crest: A skull and crossbones, or. 


Morro: ‘‘Animo et fide’—By courage and faith (or, With 
resolution and fidelity). 


This Coat-of-Arms may be seen upon the front cover of 
this volume. 


They also submitted a design for a Commandery Badge, 
the first fifty of which could be purchased at Three Dollars 
each, and further quantities at Two Dollars each. This was 
also adopted. 


Steps were also taken about this time for the establishment 
of a Library. The Grand Commandery Proceedings and 
other volumes given by Eminent Sir Moses Pierce Roberts 
formed the nucleus; various Sir Knights contributed books 
on Masonic and other subjects and cases were procured to 
contain them. 


On Easter Sunday, April 3, 1904, Eminent Sir Frank H. 
Mills, Commander, with fifty-nine Sir Knights, attended 
Divine Worship at the First Baptist Church and listened toa 
most excellent sermon by Rev. A. C. Archibald, the pastor. 


At the Stated Conclave held December 13, 1904, Sir 
Knights Frank A. Jillson and Fred S. Coburn gave an inter- 
esting account of their trip to the Triennial at San Francisco. 
The Record reads: 
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It is here to be noted that these Sir Knights were aboard the train 
which was derailed at Junction City, Kansas on September 19, 1904, 
Sir Knight Coburn being an occupant of the Pullman car ‘‘Kara’’ which 
went down an embankment, overturning several times, and though 
both were much shaken up, and Sir Knight Coburn more or less injured, 
we are glad to have them with us this evening and also that we are more 
fortunate that St. Johns and Calvary Commanderies, several of whose 
members were severely injured in the wreck. 


The Commandery, represented by sixty-seven Sir Knights 
attended an Easter Service on Sunday, April 23, 1905, at 
the St. James Episcopal Church when Brother Rev. William 
Ashton Thompson, the rector, a member of Morning Star 
Lodge, No. 13, F.& A. M., delivered an appropriate sermon. 


The Centennial Anniversary of the Grand Commandery 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island occurred on May 24, 
1905. This Commandery had a representation of ninety 
Sir Knights in line and music was furnished by the St. 
Anne’s Band of this city. A short parade was made here 
and the 8:36 a.m. train taken at the Midland Station. 
Several out-of-town members joined us at the Back Bay 
Station, from which point we proceeded directly to Marl- 
borough Street and assumed position in the Third Division, 
under command of Eminent Sir Walter W. Burnham, Grand 
Junior Warden. The Record states: 


That the prestige of this Commandery was nobly upheld by the 
knightly appearance of our ranks was attested to by the liberality with 
which we were applauded all along the line of march and also by the 
fact that the ‘‘Boston Globe” singled out this Commandery and printed 
a front page illustration in their issue of the following day, showing 
Woonsocket Commandery as we appeared when passing the Grand 
Commander's reviewing stand on Tremont St. 

One remarkable feature of the day was the music, of which there was 
an abundance, but during the early arrangements for the Centennial 
Celebration, quite the reverse threatened to be the case, by reason of 
Godfrey de Bouillon Commandery of Fall River having made arrange- 
ments to be accompanied by the Fort Adams Band, which is in the em- 
Ploy of the United States Government. This becoming known, the 
American Federation of Musicians issued an edict to the effect that all 


17 


of its members who should play in the same parade with the above 
named band would be subjected to a fine of Fifty Dollars each. This 
resulted in almost all of the bands cancelling their contracts (member- 
ship in the “Union” being very general) and among them, the Woon- 
socket Cornet Band, engaged by us. Prompt steps were taken and other 
bands secured, so that there was no dearth of music —in fact our Sir 
Knights found themselves rather surfeited than otherwise, as immedi- 
ately behind us in the column was the Fort Adams Band, whose members 
were all on their mettle, knowing themselves to be the cynosure of all 
eyes and the vim and constancy with which they played was such that 
we of Woonsocket Commandery were much in doubt as to whether 
we were marching to the music of our own band, or the equally strong 
rhythm from the rear. : 


Our Sir Knights dined at the Hotel Essex at 2:45 p. M., and 
our band was very generous with musical numbers which 
added much to the excellent menu. The returning train 
left Boston at 11:22 o'clock P.M. and, arriving at the Asy- 
lum, the Commandery was closed at 1:15 A.M. This is 
designated ‘‘one of the pleasantest events in the history of 
this Commandery — a day marred by no accident or other 
unpleasant feature.” 

At the Stated Conclave following, Sir Knight Walter 
Rodney Williams, in recognition of his services as drill- 
master, was presented with a Commandery Badge. 

A deficiency was found to exist between the expenses of 
the Boston Pilgrimage and the amount received from sale of 
tickets and it was voted that the amount $147.50 be paid 
from the funds of the Commandery. 


In the latter part of June, 1905, an informal Ladies’ Day 
was held in conjunction with Woonsocket Chapter, No. 3, 
Order of the Eastern Star. About eighty attended this joint 
outing, which was held at Boyden Heights. An excellent 
dinner was partaken of, after which a sail was taken as far 
as Rocky Point and return. All conceded that a very pleas- 
ant day had been spent. 


At the Annual Conclave held October 10, 1905, Sir Knight 
E. Charles Francis — 
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stated that having completed a full twenty-five years of service as Treas- 
urer, he felt that someone else should have the honor from this time 
forth. His decision being final, the Eminent Commander requested 
that a rising vote of thanks be tendered to our Treasurer, which was 
participated in by every Sir Knight in the Asylum. 


Sir Knight Francis was first elected Treasurer on Novem- 
ber 9, 1880. His successor was Eminent Sir Frank Austin 
Cooke who still holds the office. His first wish was that the 
Treasurer and Recorder should be bonded in conformity 
with the requirements of the Grand Commandery and this 
was later done, the Treasurer of the Permanent Fund being 
also included. 


On the evening of Easter Sunday, April 15, 1906, Eminent 
Sir Walter Samuel Thayer, Commander, with fifty-two Sir 
Knights attended service at the St. James Episcopal Church. 
The rector, Brother Rev. William Ashton Thompson, de- 
livered a sermon from the text, “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ, which is the power of God unto salvation; 
unto the Jew first and also the Gentile.’ Romans 1:15. 


The San Francisco earthquake occurring in April, 1906, 
and the want and suffering that followed, caused the issuance 
of General Orders No. 4, Series 1905-1906, by Sir Edwin A. 
Blodgett, Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, in which 
the need of money for the aid of the survivors was set forth. 
He enjoined upon the Sir Knights of this jurisdiction to be 
generous and prompt in responding to the call. The response 
of this Commandery was both Prompt and generous, for at 
the following Stated Conclave held May 8, 1906, it was — 


Voted that the sum of One Hundred Dollars be contributed from the 
funds of the Commandery. 


At the Stated Conclave in May, 1908, a communication 
was received from Worshipful Brother and Sir Knight S. 
Penrose Williams, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge, 
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F.& A.M., of Rhode Island, together with a check for 
Twenty Dollars, which represented the unexpended balance 
of the sum which had been contributed. The funds must 
have been carefully administered in order to obtain such a 
result. 


Eminent Sir Walter Samuel Thayer believed that it would 
result better for this Commandery, give the body a better 
representation in Grand Commandery, and increase the 
desire to enter the line of officers, if the head of the body 
should not stand for a re-election. He put his theory into 
practice at the end of his year of office and thus began the 
custom which has since been observed. 

The purchasing of a uniform having been left optional with 
the candidate, has resulted, as we know, in the condition 
that about one-third of our membership have never owned 
uniforms and consequently are unable to appear at Con- 
claves or in public in the proper garb of a Knight Templar. 
Before relinquishing his duties, Eminent Sir Thayer made a 
strong plea, advocating the raising of the Fees for the Orders 
of Knighthood to One Hundred Dollars, this to include a 
uniform, coat and Commandery badge. Following his recom- 
mendation, at the Stated Conclave held November 13, 1906, 
Sir Knight Walter Rodney Williams proposed the amend- 
ment of our By-Laws so that the Fees for the Orders should 
be One Hundred Dollars, the Commandery to furnish the 
candidate with full regalia, coat and Commandery badge. 
This was the subject of considerable discussion at the Stated 
Conclave held January 8, 1907, and a motion to adopt the 
amendment, with the words ‘‘Commandery Badge’”’ stricken 
out, was lost. 

This was again presented on April 13, 1909, and, at the 
Conclave next following, it was adopted by a vote of 46 in 
favor and 6 against. On October 20, 1909, it was approved 
by the Grand Commandery, thus becoming operative from 
this latter date. 
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O* January 8, 1907, a new Seal was adopted bearing 


the Coat-of-Arms of the Commandery, surrounded 

by the inscription ‘‘WooNsocKET COMMANDERY, 
No. 24, of KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
Orpers, ConstTITUTED A. D. 1867, A. O. 749, WOONSOCKET, 
R. I." This superseded the original seal with the word 
“Encampment” thereon, the dies of which are still in the 
archives. 


In February, 1907, a safe was purchased for the storage 
and safe keeping of the papers and books of the body. 

The matter of insurance was also readjusted, so that the 
properties owned jointly by the Lodge, Chapter and Com- 
mandery and those owned exclusively by this body were 
covered by separate policies, so that in the event of a loss, 
an equable settlement could be more easily arrived at. 


At the Stated Conclave in May, 1907, Eminent Sir Farnum 
Battie Smith — 


appointed as Adjutant, Sir Knight Walter R. Williams, who will take 
charge of the several escorts and be obeyed and respected accordingly. 


At a Special Conclave held May 28, 1907, when the Order 
of the Red Cross was conferred upon seven Companions, 


The Eminent Commander reported that Eminent Sir Stephen Ma- 
gown, who has been very seriously ill, is considerably better and is con- 
sidered as having passed the crisis in his sickness with a favorable prospect 
for his recovery, for which we are duly thankful. 


At the Stated Conclave held June 11, 1907, this Com- 
mandery was honored by the presence of Eminent Sir 
Aaron W. Hempleman, a Past Commander of Richmond 
Commandery, No. 8, of Richmond, Ind., for twenty-five 
years the Prelate, and at the present time, the Recorder of 
that Commandery. 
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A Special Conclave was held Friday, July 5, 1907, for the 
purpose of attending the Thirtieth Triennial Conclave of 
the Grand Encampment of the United States at Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y. 

The party consisted of Eminent Sir Farnum B. Smith, 
Commander, and Mrs. Smith, Eminent Sir Frank H. Mills 
and Mrs. Mills, Eminent Sir Walter S. Thayer, Sir William 
Howard and Mrs. Howard, Sir Walter Wrigley and Mrs. 
Wrigley, and Sir Knights Arthur M. Cooke, William A. 
Reed, Ellery Holbrook, Louis B. Saxton, Lester B. Brown, 
Frank E. Jones, Charles L. Bailey, Stephen Wright, Fred- 
erick C. Taft, Charles I. Keegan and William H. Dixon.. 


The 4:15 P.M. train was taken to Worcester, where an excellent 
supper was served. The party left Worcester at 7:15 P.M. over the 
Boston & Maine and Rutland R.R. and proceeded to Quebec where 
accommodations were furnished at the famous Chateau Frontenac 
Hotel. The remainder of Saturday and Sunday was employed in vis- 
iting the various points of interest, historical and otherwise, and a most 
interesting journey was made to Ste. Anne de Beaupre, where is the 
famous shrine where all sorts of bodily ills are said to be cured “while 
you wait.” 

_From Quebec the party proceeded by steamer on the St. Lawrence 
River to Montreal where a day was profitably spent in sightseeing and 
it was here that the party was met by Sir Knight John Kinniburgh, a 
member of this Commandery, now residing there, who devoted some 
time to entertaining the Sir Knights. 

At Saratoga the party was joined by Eminent Sir Fred W. Arnold 
and every Sir Knight participated in the parade which occurred on 
Tuesday, July 9, which occurred to be a most beautiful day blessed with 


a refreshing breeze. Our banners were displayed and a most creditable 
showing was made. 


The following day was spent in Saratoga and, the home- 
ward trip having been accomplished, the party arrived in 
Woonsocket at 11.49 a. m., on July 11, tired, but having 
had a most enjoyable trip. 


On Easter Sunday, April 19, 1908, a Special Conclave was 
called by Eminent Sir Heman Scott Crosby, Commander, 
at six o'clock in the evening for the purpose of attending 
Divine worship at the First Baptist Church — 


cs 
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where a cordial welcome was extended by the pastor Rev. George F. 
Beecher, who delivered with earnestness, a most excellent sermon, his 
theme being ‘‘The Knighthood of the Kingdom.” In illustration he 
alluded to our beloved Order, its past history and the principles for 
which it has always stood. His able discourse held the attention of the 
Sir Knights throughout. A responsive service conducted by ActingPrelate, 
Sir Knight Carlyle C. Wheelock, and the Sir Knights was an impressive 
portion of the service. 


Appropriate music was rendered by a chorus choir, as- 
sisted by Sir Knight William Titter, violinist. Forty Sir 
Knights were present. 


An Emergent Conclave was held on Wednesday, August 
19, 1908, for the purpose of attending the funeral of Eminent 
Sir Ira Wilbur Arnold, Past Commander, Charter Member 
and the first Generalissimo of this Commandery. Eminent 
Sir Arnold finished his earthly pilgrimage on Sunday, August 
16, 1908, and was in his eighty-third year. We quote from 
the Record in part: 


He was always intensely interested in affairs Masonic and until ad- 
vancing years and feeble health held him captive, his erect figure was 
one of the most familiar at the meetings of the various bodies and his 
counsel was much sought and valued. He retained this interest in his 
declining years and held it an honor to be present at the Annual Con- 
claves as a representative of the Grand Commandery, to preside over 
the election and install the newly elected officers, which he did with a 
dignity and grace that were peculiarly his own. 


We find that he performed these duties wholly or in part 
on nineteen occasions. 


He was a member of the Board of Trustees of the Permanent Fund, 
having served continuously as such from the time the Fund was estab- 
lished in 1902 until his death. He also rendered efficient service as a 
member of the Committee on Revision of the By-Laws which were 
adopted in January, 1902. 


His body was buried with knightly honors in Oak Hill 
Cemetery. 
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At the Five Hundred Sixth Stated Conclave, held Febru- 
ary 9, 1909, this Commandery was honored by the presence 
of Sir John D. Munroe, Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, this being the first occasion in many years that this 
body had been favored by a visit from the head of the 
Grand Commandery. Sir J. Albert Blake, Eminent Grand 
Generalissimo was also present for the purpose of making 
an inspection, being accompanied by a suite of twenty-five. 

Eminent Sir William Howard, Commander, extended a 
knightly welcome to the distinguished guests and the for- 
malities of the Inspection were performed, after which the 
Illustrious Order of the Red Cross was conferred upon Com- 


panion Harrie Newell Arnold. After the work, the Eminent 
Grand Generalissimo — 


spoke most earnestly and interestingly on Masonic topics in general 
and commended the Eminent Commander on the work of the evening 
and the conditions in general which he found prevailing. Eminent 
Grand Warder, Sir R. Walter Hilliard also spoke in an equally interest- 


ing vein and was followed by Sir Walter F. Medding, Eminent Grand 
Standard Bearer, Sir Frederick I. Dana, Eminent Grand Sword Bearer 
Sir Charles I. Pierce, Eminent Grand Captain of Guard, Sir Henry H. 
Litchfield, Eminent Grand Lecturer and lastly Eminent Sir James s. 


Blake, Commander of Bost 
I i, on Command i 
with well merited applause. Sera ee 


On Easter Sunday evening, April 11, 1909 forty-four Sir 
Knights attended Divine service at the First Baptist Church, 
men Rev. George F. Beecher, the pastor, delivered a sermon 
on, Our Risen Lord; the Mainspring of the World's Hope.” 
pce Knights recited the Apostles’ Creed and patticieated 
in the responsive service, which 0 
Prelate, Sir Knight Charles Luke a a ale 


; A Ladies’ Night was held April 16, 1909, and a very en- 
joyable affair was the result. A banquet ae served zt! the 
St. James Hotel, after which the Sir Knights and Ladies 
proceeded to Masonic Hall, where the Commonwealth 
Quartet of Boston gave an excellent entertainment. This 
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was followed by a social and dance in the Banquet Hall. 
Houghton’s Orchestra furnished music at the banquet and 
for dancing. 


On December 12, 1909, we were favored by an informal 
fraternal visit from Sir J. Albert Blake, Very Eminent Deputy 
Grand Commander. He was accompanied by Eminent Sir 
R. Walter Hilliard, and remarks from both were listened to 
with interest. Eminent Sir Stephen Magown, Grand Master 
of Masons in Rhode Island and Eminent Sir Frederick T. 
Comee, Past Commander of Boston Commandery, also 
spoke. 


At the Stated Conclave held January 11, 1910, Eminent 
Sir Stephen Higgins Douglas, Commander, introduced Sir 
Knight Rev. Levi B. Edwards of Calvary Commandery, 
No. 13, of Providence, R. I., who by request delivered an 
address upon ‘‘Masonry and Brotherhood,” the same having 
been originally delivered at the Fiftieth Anniversary of his 
Commandery. The Record reads: 


The reverend frater treated the interesting subject with great skill, 
at points relating illuminating incidents of his extensive travels and 
observations on Masonry, in this and foreign countries. His earnest 
words and instructive, were listened to with rapt attention and at the 
conclusion he was warmly applauded. 


This Commandery represented by fifty-nine Sir Knights 
on Easter Sunday, March 27, 1910, attended Divine wor- 
ship at the First Universalist Church. The pastor, Brother 
Rev. Samuel Gilbert Ayres, used as his text, ‘Put on the 
whole armor of God,” Ephesians 6:2. A fine musical program 
was rendered by a chorus of mixed voices under the compe- 
tent direction of Sir Joseph W. Nichols, our Musical Di- 
rector, also chorister of the church. 


A successful Ladies’ Night was held April 15, 1910. There 
was a banquet at the St. James Hotel followed by an enter- 
tainment by talented Boston artists at Masonic Hall. Danc- 
ing in the Banquet Hall completed the very pleasant series 
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of events and many expressions of approval were made to 
Eminent Sir Douglas, and many wishes that such an occasion 
might be held annually were heard. 


The following letter from the Eminent Commander of 


Calvary Commandery was read at the Stated Conclave held 
September 13, 1910: 


CALVARY COMMANDERY 
Epwarp M. WHEELER, NUMBER THIRTEEN 
Eminent Commander KNIGHTS TEMPLARS 


Providence, Rhode Island, June 27, 1910 


Sir Stephen H. Douglas, Eminent Commander, 
Woonsocket Commandery, No. 24, K. T. 
Woonsocket, R. I. 


Eminent and Dear Sir: 


As you are probably aware, this is the fiftieth year of the existence of 
Calvary as a Commandery, the principal events of which have occurred 
during the half-century having been gathered together into a history by 
our Excellent Prelate, Eminent Sir Albert L. Anthony. As Woonsocket 
Commandery is mentioned several times in the book, and as this Com- 
mandery is considered a daughter of Calvary, it is with very great pleas- 
ve that I am sending you by express, charges prepaid a copy of this 

ook for Woonsocket Commandery, with the compliments of Calvary 
Commandery, which I trust will give you and the other Sir Knights of 
Woonsocket Commandery, who may peruse its pages, much pleasure. 


Courteously yours 


Epwarp M. WHEELER 
Eminent Commander 


Upon motion by our Excellent Prelate, it was voted: That the volume 
be accepted and that the thanks of this Commandery be extended by 


the Recorder, to Calvary Commandery No. 13, for this addition to our 
Library. 


_The result of the careful, painstaking work of Eminent 
Sir Anthony is a comprehensive volume of 650 pages. 


At the Special Conclave held on Christmas Day, Decem- 
ber 25, 1910 — ; 
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A touching tribute was paid by Eminent Sir Stephen Magown, in 
a toast ‘'To Daddy” (Sir Caleb L. Knight), who is now slowly and surely 
approaching toward “that undiscovered country,” and whose kindly 
face and cheery presence we shall indeed miss from our gatherings. 
This toast was drunk with tearful eyes and hearts overflowing with 
sympathy and love. 


During the administration of Eminent Sir George Harrison 
Emmott, an Addressograph was purchased by the Lodge, 
Chapter and Commandery for the use of the Secretaries and 
Recorders of the various Masonic bodies. The tedious hand 
addressing of envelopes is now superseded by this up-to- 
date method and work is accomplished in a few minutes 
which formerly occupied hours. 


Sir Rev. Henry Warren Rugg, Most Eminent Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of 
the United States of America, of whom we have made men- 
tion in the earlier pages of this compilation, died on July 21, 
1910, in Providence, R. I. Several months later a project 
was formed for the raising of a fund among the Commanderies 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island for a memorial to Most 
Eminent Sir Rugg and in April, 1911, this Commandery 
voted to contribute the sum of Twenty-five Dollars. 


The Masonic bodies of Woonsocket were made benefi- 
ciaries under the will of our late frater, Sir Knight Jonathan 
Backhouse Farnum, who died December 20, 1910, in his 
seventy-eighth year. At the Stated Conclave held Febru- 
ary 13, 1912, the Recorder reported that he had received 
from the Executors the legacy of Twenty-five Hundred 
Dollars bequeathed to this Commandery, and that the same 
had been paid over to the Treasurer and deposited in the 
General Fund, pending action of the Commandery as to its 
final disposition. It was — 


Voted that the thanks of the Commandery be expressed to the Ex- 
ecutors for this generous and most welcome gift. 


Voted that the sum of Twenty-five Hundred Dollars, representing 
this bequest, be paid into the Permanent Fund, and that the Recorder 
have an order upon the Treasurer for said amount. 
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With this addition, our Permanent Fund, which had been 
accumulating but slowly, was increased at once to the point 
where its income became available toward the current ex- 
penses of the Commandery. 


Easter Sunday, April 7, 1912, was beautifully clear and 
springlike, and agreeable to an invitation from Rev. George 
F. Beecher, pastor of the First Baptist Church, Eminent Sir 
Arthur Anthony Spencer and fifty Sir Knights went to that 
edifice for morning worship. Eminent Sir Stephen Higgins 
Douglas, acting Prelate led the responsive reading of Psalm 
XVI. An excellent sermon was delivered on, ‘The Resur- 
rection of Christ; or, The World’s most Significant Event.” 


A Field Day of the Rhode Island Commanderies was held 
on Monday, June 24, 1912, on which occasion this Com- 
mandery was represented by eighty-nine Sir Knights. The 
entire line at Providence comprised over eight hundred Sir 
Knights and four bands. Narragansett Commandery, No. 
27, of Westerly, R. I., had an excellent band, The Coast 
Artillery — First District. They conducted this Com- 
mandery from the Union Station in Providence to our place 
in line, and we also shared their music throughout the march. 
In consideration of this, a portion of the expense of the 
music was assumed by this body. 

The parade was reviewed at the City Hall by the Mayor 


and members of the City Government of Providence. The 
Record reads: 


f The streets through which the parade passed were lined many deep 
with spectators and the spectacle was one of beauty as the Sir Knights 
with firm tread and with banners and National Colors flying, marched 
to the excellent music of the bands. 

At 12:00 o'clock noon, the Steamer Warwick was boarded and the 
sail made to Rocky Point, where at 1:15 p. M., a special shore dinner 
was Served, 867 being at the tables. After the dinner, the Sir Knights 
repaired to the ball ground, where a game was played peEwesn members 
of the Providence Commanderies and members of Commanderies out- 
side Providence. The players received much encouragement (?) and 
copious advice from the grand stand, which they took good naturedly 
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and it is safe to say that all of them worked harder than they had done 
for many a day. 

After the ball game, a pillow fight was engaged in, the combatants 
being seated astride a rolling spar which made the blows very few and 
the rounds but a few seconds in duration. Following this was an ‘‘Afri- 
can Dodger" in which the missiles used were eggs of the low-priced 
variety and during which the hits were very few and the misses very 
many. A relay race followed and last a greased pig was let loose and 
although he did not seem to possess great speed, when he finally learned 
what was expected of him, gave the boys a good chase. 

The games being over, the Sir Knights again embarked on the “War- 
wick" for an evening sail around Prudence Island, which took place in 
imagination only, as the boat headed for Providence and landed us 
there some two hours ahead of schedule time. 


Your Recorder has pleasant memories of waiting upon 
Eminent Sir Francello George Jillson at his law office in 
Providence, R. I., and communicating to him the request 
of Eminent Commander Spencer, that he be present at the 
Forty-sixth Annual Conclave on October 8, 1912, to preside 
over the election and installation. A few little obstacles 
having been overcome, he graciously consented and at the 
appointed time was present, performing the duties in knightly 
manner, and expressing his pleasure at being present. A 
month later, on November 6, 1912, this respected Eminent 
Frater was called from the scenes of this life, and this Com- 
mandery laid his body at rest with Templar honors in Oak 
Hill Cemetery on Saturday, the ninth. Services were held 
at the First Universalist Church in Providence, and special 
electric cars brought the body and funeral party to this city 
where a transfer to carriages was made. At the cemetery 
an opportunity was afforded Woonsocket friends to view the 
face of the deceased, and the serenity and peace that reposed 
there, were beautiful to look upon. The Record, in com- 
menting upon his presence at our Installation says: 


Little was it dreamed by any Sir Knight then present that in just a 
few brief weeks this Eminent and respected Frater would be called to 
his reward, but this instance again serves to bring to our notice those 
oft repeated teachings of our Order that bear upon the necessity of 
being always ready for that call which all must answer and that none 
can avoid. 
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Gauntlet gloves were made a part of our regulation uni- 
form by the specifications adopted in 1891, but, on account 
of the difficulty of keeping them presentable, they had fallen 
into disuse. In 1912, Eminent Sir Farnum Battie Smith 
made a plea seeking to bring them once more into use. The 
makers of our uniform advised strongly against it and 
coupling our own experience with their advice, on February 
11, 1913, it was 


Voted: that the portion of our Uniform Specifications pertaining to 
Gauntlet Gloves and Gauntlet cuffs, be rescinded and that White 
Gloves be substituted therefor. 


On this same date it was 


Voted: that the Eminent Commander be authorized to send letters of 
sympathy and flowers to Sir Knights in illness. 


_Eminent Sir Leon Archie Bailey, Commander, with forty 
Sir Knights attended morning worship at the Globe Congre- 
gational Church on Easter Sunday, March 23, 1913, and 
listened to a sermon on Templarism by the pastor, Sir 
Knight Rev. Hugh Parry Hughes. 


At the Annual Conclave in 1913, upon relinquishing his 
duties as Commander, Eminent Sir Bailey strongly recom- 
mended that action be taken toward the increasing of our 
dues. His advice was heeded, for his successor, Eminent Sir 
Carlyle Capron Wheelock and his Council were sponsors for 
an amendment to the By-Laws presented January 13, 1914, 
increasing the dues from Two Dollars to Three Dollars. 
This amendment was brought up for action at the Stated 
Conclave next following when the Eminent Commander 


gave figures in support of the argument that an increase in Annual 
Dues is necessary in order that the resources of this body shall not be 
depleted within a few years. 


The amendment was then adopted. 
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On February 10, 1914, the Council, Treasurer and Re- 
corder were appointed a Committee to inquire into the 
advisability of incorporating this Commandery, but after 
due inquiry and consideration of the matter, it was found 
that more or less complications would result therefrom, so 
it was decided to let matters rest in this respect. Sir Knight 
Everett L. Walling graciously gave the committee the benefit 
of his legal knowlege while this question was under discussion. 


At the Stated Conclave in November, 1913, Eminent Sir 
Ambrose Burnside White made remarks in favor of pur- 
chasing a Beauséant, which this Commandery had not here- 
tofore possessed as a part of its equipment. The Council 
was appointed a committee to secure one and in due time 
the purchase was made. ‘ 


Rev. George F. Beecher, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, invited the Commandery to attend Divine worship 
on Easter Day, Sunday, April 12, 1914, and, accordingly, 
Eminent Sir Carlyle Capron Wheelock led fifty-four Sir 
Knights thither. 


The morning was perfect and the lines presented a fine appearance 
as the Commandery wended its way toward the church, where upon 
the platform, amid Easter flowers, stood our Standard, supported upon 
the one side by the Flag of Our Country and upon the other by our 
new Beauséant, displayed for the first time upon this occasion. The 
Sir Knights entered with spirit into the service, joining heartily in the 
singing of ‘Onward Christian Soldiers” and in the responsive reading, 
the congregation being led in the latter by our Excellent Prelate. f Rev. 
Mr. Beecher greeted the Sir Knights in appropriate words, referring to 
the eight centuries of glorious history of our Order and spoke upon the 
theme “The Resurrection of Christ — Its present significance to the 
believer,” holding the close attention of his hearers throughout the 
discourse. The entire congregation numbered 416, filling the audi- 
torium and a portion of the Sunday School room. 


Washington Commandery, No. 4, of Newport, R. L., cele- 
brated her Centennial Anniversary on Tuesday, June 16, 
1914. Sixty Sir Knights of this Commandery attended. 


The Record reads in part as follows : 
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The morning weather being showery and threatening (which un- 
doubtedly deterred many from being with us) soon cleared and became 
ideal and a most delightful sail down the bay to the city of our destina- 
tion was enjoyed, the several bands entertaining with pleasing selections 
the while. 

Eminent Sir Ambrose Burnside White represented this Commandery 
as mounted aide and discharged his duties in knightly manner. The 
parade being finished, special electric cars were taken to Newport 
Beach where the Sir Knights gathered on the sands and stood for a 
group picture. This disposed of, the dinner was next in order and it 
was a right hungry lot of men that were fed; but food there was and plenty 
of it so that appetites were soon appeased. Each Sir Knight received 
a handsome bronze badge, commemorative of the occasion, also a 
small silk U. S. Flag and a small musical instrument which was blown 
with great gusto. The remainder of the time at the beach soon passed 
and cars were taken for return to the city and reforming in procession 
with the bands massed and playing “Boston Commandery March,” 
the several Commanderies were escorted to their respective places of 
departure and finally Saint Johns, Calvary and Woonsocket Com- 
manderies, to the Steamer Warwick which sailed at seven o'clock and 
landed in Providence just in time for the 9:20 train and upon return 
to the Asylum, the Commandery was closed without form, thus com- 
pleting undoubtedly one of the pleasantest outings in the history of 
the body; a day whose memory will linger in the minds of those who 
faced the unpromising weather in the morning and whose reward was 


to enjoy the unexcelled hospitality of our fraters of Washington Com- 
mandery No. 4. 


At the Forty-Eighth Annual Conclave held October 13, 
1914, this Commandery was honored by the presence of 
Eminent Sir Walter Edward Parker of Lawrence, Mass., 
then and now the senior surviving Past Commander. He pre- 
sided over the election and installed Eminent Sir Frederic 
Williams Hilton and his corps of officers. 

Eminent Sir Parker seemed glad to be present and we 
surely appreciated his coming. Eminent Sir Charles Edwin 
Thomas, at the conclusion of the business of the evening, 
presented Eminent Sir Parker with a handsome bouquet of 
chrysanthemums as a token of appreciation of his presence. 
The recipient expressed his thanks and the pleasure afforded 
by the visit, and alluded to his former associations and 
associates in Woonsocket. 
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At the Stated Conclave held on March 9, 1915, 


Eminent Sir Stephen Higgins Douglas introduced the subject of our 
Fiftieth Anniversary in 1917 and moved that a committee be appointed 
to look into the matter and report upon its advisability and manner of 
observing same. 


The motion having been carried, the Eminent Com- 
mander appointed Eminent Sirs Ambrose Burnside White, 
Stephen Magown and Frank Austin Cooke to take the 
project into consideration and report. The Committee re- 
ported at the Stated Conclave held April 13, 1915, through 
the chairman, that the matter had been considered and that 
the Committee had been confronted at the outset by the 
question of expense. He stated that it was the best judg- 
ment of the Committee that our Dues should be raised to 
meet said expense. An amendment to the By-Laws, signed 
by the members of the Fiftieth Anniversary Committee, 
proposing a raise in Annual Dues from Three Dollars to 
Four Dollars, and accordingly increasing the Life Member- 
ship Fee from Fifty Dollars to Seventy-five Dollars, was 
then presented. This was adopted at the Stated Conclave 
held May 11, 1915, and was afterwards approved by the 
Grand Commandery on May 27, 1915. In this just and 
equable manner, therefore, was solved the means of financing 
the celebration. 


Easter Sunday, April 4, 1915, was preceded by the most 
severe storm in many years at this season. A heavy snow- 
fall which accompanied the storm prevented many from 
leaving their comfortable firesides, but, in spite of the 
weather, Eminent Sir Frederic Williams Hilton and 19 
Knights fared forth from the Asylum and attended Divine 
Worship at the First Baptist Church in response to an invi- 
tation from Rev. George F. Beecher, who spoke upon The 
Invitation of the Risen Christ.” The Record reads: 


F veather 
Much credit is due the Sir Knights who faced the unpleasant ae 
conditions and special note is hereby made of the presence 0 
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Past Commanders, they evincing on this occasion as at all other times 
their continued keen interest in the welfare of this Commandery. 


Sir Knight William H. Sandford, formerly of Slatersville, 
R. I., where for many years he had charge of the office of 
the Slatersville Mills, until his retirement, since which time 
he has resided in Westerly, R. I., was made an Honorary 
Member of Narragansett Commandery, No. 27, of that 
town on May 5, 1915. This was done in recognition and 
appreciation of our good frater’s assistance to that body in 
various ways and his lively interest in its affairs and well- 
being. Eminent Sir Archie C. Thompson, Recorder of 
Narragansett Commandery, says of Sir Knight Sandford: 


He was interested in every matter which related to the welfare of 
Narragansett Commandery. . .. He temporarily filled various 
offices in the absence of the regular incumbents, especially in the case 
of Prelate. He was so regular in his attendance at the Conclaves of 
this Commandery that only the executive officers had a better record 
for attendance. His whole heart seemed to be in Templarism manifested 
especially for Narragansett. 


Sir Knight Sandford’s activities in Templary were suddenly 
cut off by a paralytic shock to his left side on Saturday, 
June 17, 1916, but, despite this, his interest remains as keen 
as ever, although his infirmity confines him to his pleasant 
home on Stanton Street in Westerly. 


A Special Conclave was held on Thursday, June 24, 1915, 
and Eminent Sir Frederic Williams Hilton announced that 
it had been convened for the purpose of joining with several 
neighboring Commanderies in the observance of St. John’s 
Day. We mustered 65 Sir Knights; 52 of whom were in 
uniform. A special car was attached to the 8:37 A. M. train, 
which conveyed our Sir Knights to Providence, where the 
First Coast Artillery Band awaited. We first proceeded to 
Masonic Temple, where a short period of rest and relaxation 
was enjoyed prior to the moving of the parade. The Record 
reads: 


97 


The line was formed on Francis Street, with the right resting under 
the Union Station and the following Commanderies were represented: 


St. Johns, No.1. : . Providence, R. I. 
Worcester County, No.5. Worcester, Mass. 
Holy Sepulchre, No. 8 . . Pawtucket, R. I. 
Palestine, No. 10 . ‘ . Chelsea, Mass. 
Milford, No. 11. é . Milford, Mass. 
Calvary, No. 13. = . Providence, R. I. 
Old Colony, No. 15 . Abington, Mass. 
Woonsocket, No. 24. . Woonsocket, R. I. 
Narragansett, No. 27. . . Westerly, R. I. 
Bristol, No. 29 4 r . Attleboro, Mass. 
South Shore, No. 31. . East Weymouth, Mass. 
Trinity, No. 32 a 2 . Hudson, Mass. 
Coeur de Lion, No. 34 . . Charlestown, Mass. 
Gethsemane, No. 35. . Newtonville, Mass. 
Olivet, No. 36 . 3 . Lynn, Mass. 


Milford Commandery, No. 11 and Narragansett Commandery, No. 
27, marched to the music of our band and each sustained one-third of 
the expense thereof according to prior arrangement. The line of march 
was through Dorrance to Westminster St., up Westminster St. to Cathe- 
dral Square, around the Doyle Monument (where the parade was pho- 
tographed by two moving picture machines) down Weybosset, Custom 
House, Crawford and South Main Streets to Infantry Hall. 

About 2000 Sir Knights were in line and the spectacle was certainly 
a brilliant and animated one as this large body of Templars consisting 
of varying ages from the youngest to the oldest, moved through the 
streets to the stirring music of the many bands, with banners and Na- 
tional Colors flying and all the pomp incident to our beloved Order. 

Many expressions were heard to the effect that a St. John’s Day 
observance on similar large scale ought to be a yearly occurrence, in 
order that the world may see and know that there is such a body of 
men organized for the support of the highest principles of humanity, 
the practise of charity and the defence of the Christian religion. 

At Infantry Hall, uniform was laid aside and a collation was enjoyed 
by such as were able to make their way through the crowd to the tables. 
This disposed of, the Sir Knights embarked on the Steamer Warwick 
for Rocky Point, being entertained en route with selections by the 
Fort Adams Band and impromptu singing by groups in various parts 
of the boat. Arriving at Rocky Point, an excellent shore dinner was 
found in readiness and the dinner found the Sir Knights in readiness 
too, after the marching and sail. After dinner the Sir Knights amused 
themselves in various ways about the grounds until four o’clock when 
the steamer departed for a short sail on the Bay, after which she headed 
for Providence, docking at 6:00 o'clock, the scheduled time exactly. 
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Another collation was found in waiting in Infantry Hall and after its 
disposal, the out-of-town Commanderies were escorted to the station 
by the Providence Commanderies, thus bringing to its close a most 
enjoyable day. This Commandery left on the 7:20 p. M. train arriving 
in Woonsocket at 8:05 p. M. and upon arrival at the Asylum, the Com- 
mandery was closed without form. 


The Five Hundred Ninety-first Stated Conclave held 
Tuesday, March 14, 1916, was the occasion of our Annual 
Inspection and we quote from the Record, the following: 


This Commandery was signally honored this evening by the presence 
of Sir Knight Samuel Alpheus Walker, the last survivor of the eighteen 
Charter Members of this body. 

Sir Knight Walker received the Orders of Knighthood in this Com- 
mandery while it was under Dispensation, on the following dates, Red 
Cross, April 11, 1867, Temple, April 19, 1867, Malta, May 28, 1867, so 
that when the Charter was granted, his name was borne upon it, and 
it is a singular fact that his name should be the last one in order. He 
was elected Recorder Aug. 13, 1867 and served until Oct. 12, 1869, his 
predecessor, Sir Knight George White, the first Recorder, serving from 
Feb. 8, 1867 to Aug. 13, 1867. Sir Knight Walker dimitted from this 
body Oct. 8, 1872 and was later active in the organization of Gethsemane 
Commandery, No. 35, of Newtonville, Mass. He is in his eightieth 
year but is active, alert and enjoys life thoroughly. His home is in 
Newton Centre, Mass., where he has resided since leaving Woonsocket, 
and from which place he came here. His first employment in Woon- 
socket was as foreman for William E. Hubbard, contractor. Later he 
entered the employ of the Blackstone Mfg. Co., at Blackstone, Mass., 
as foreman carpenter under superintendent Henry C. Kimball. After 
his return to Newton Centre he was very successful as a contractor and 
builder and also in other business ventures. He has traveled extensively 
in this and foreign countries and is a very entertaining conversationalist. 
He has been closely identified with the growth and progress of Newton 
Centre and has amassed a considerable amount of property there, the 
income of which, he is now enjoying during the evening of his life. 


Twenty years of faithful service in the office of Prelate is 
a long term, but Sir Knight Charles Luke Bailey has been 
a constant and conscientious officer during that period. 
During these latter years it has been thought proper to 
relieve him somewhat and for this purpose, Eminent Sir 
Stephen Higgins Douglas has been appointed as Assistant 
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Prelate. Realizing, from acquaintance with the duties, the 
energy that Sir Knight Bailey has devoted during all these 
years, he conceived the idea of the expression to him of this 
body’s appreciation of his services. Eminent Sir Douglas 
imparted this to the Commandery and a committee was at 
once appointed, of which he was made chairman, to carry 
the idea into effect. This was necessarily done ‘‘on the 
quiet” while Sir Knight Bailey was officiating in the Council 
Chamber. Sir Knight Douglas reported for the Committee 
at the Stated Conclave held Tuesday, June 13, 1916, and 
the recommendations of the Committee were promptly 
adopted. What these recommendations were, we shall pre- 
sently see, for they are revealed in the Record of a Special 
Conclave which was held in Sir Knight Bailey’s honor, and 
on account of its uniqueness in the history of our body, we 
place it before you verbatim: 


A Special Conclave of Woonsocket Commandery No. 24 of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant Orders was held in the Asylum, Masonic 
Hall, 166 Main Street, Woonsocket, R. I., on Monday, June 19, A. D. 
1916, A. 0. 798 and was opened on the Order of the Temple in partial 
form at eight o'clock p. M., with the following officers present: 


Eminent Sir Frank Joseph Prue, Com. 

Sir George Allin Reichenberg, Gen. 

Sir Charles Edward Foster, C. G. 

Sir Allen Percy French, S. W. 

Sir John A. Buttrick, as J. W. 

Sir Charles Luke Bailey, Prel. 
Eminent Sir Stephen Higgins Douglas, Asst. Prel. 
Eminent Sir Frank Austin Cooke, Treas. 

Sir Harry Hazlewood Wardle, Rec. 

Sir Everett Turner Reed, Std. B. 

Sir Lester Ballou Brown, Swd. B. 

Sir Handel Orlando Cook, War. 

Sir Willard Wakefield Stearns, as Capt. 3rd G. 

Sir George Stanley Holt, Capt. 2nd G. 

Sir James Christian Carmark, Capt. Ist. G. 
Eminent Sir Heman Scott Crosby, Sen. and Arm. 

Sir Walter Rodney Williams, Adjt. 


The Eminent Commander stated that this Special Conclave had been 
convened for the purpose of giving expression to the honor and esteem 
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which we have for Sir Knight Charles Luke Bailey, our Excellent Pre- 
late, and our appreciation of his twenty years of faithful service in that 
important office. 


He then called upon Eminent Sir Ambrose Burnside White for re- 
marks. Eminent Sir White, addressing the Eminent Commander, Sir 
Knights and Sir Knight Bailey, reviewed the twenty years of his service, 
stating that he had officiated as Prelate in the ceremonies of the Order on 
two hundred and seventy candidates. He alluded to his associations 
with Sir Knight Bailey while he was Commander and recalled the fact 
that eighteen years ago, Sir Knight Bailey had placed on his breast a 
Past Commander’s jewel. 

He then presented him with a beautifully engrossed Life Member- 
ship Certificate. 

Knowledge of the arrangements had been carefully withheld from 
Sir Knight Bailey and the presentation came to him as an entire sur- 
prise, but as soon as he was able to do so, he responded with apprecia- 
tive remarks in his characteristic and quiet fatherly manner, thanking 
the Sir Knights for the gift. 

The surviving Past Commanders under whom Sir Knight Bailey 
has officiated, were then formed in line and Eminent Sir Stephen Ma- 
gown, acting as spokesman, in knightly manner and with pleasing 
address, presented Sir Knight Bailey on their behalf, with a Twenty- 
Dollar gold piece, in token of his twenty years of service. The recipient 
again expressed his thanks and said that the visible presence of so many 
Past Commanders and the remembrance of others who no longer are 
with us, led him to believe that it was really twenty years since he first 
accepted the office. 

Eminent Sir Frederick Wilbur Arnold, during whose term as Eminent 
Commander Sir Knight Bailey was first elected, then stepped forward 
and saluting, tendered his congratulations. Each of his surviving suc- 
cessors then did likewise in the following order: Eminent Sirs Ambrose 
Burnside White, Stephen Magown, Frank Austin Cooke, Frank Henry 
Mills, Heman Scott Crosby, William Howard, Stephen Higgins Douglas, 
George Harrison Emmott, Arthur Anthony Spencer, Leon Archie Bailey, 
Carlyle Capron Wheelock and Frederic Williams Hilton. Following 
these, the Eminent Commander presented his felicitations and best 
wishes for a long and happy life. 


The Sir Knights were then formed in line and the Eminent Com- 
mander escorted Sir Knight Bailey to the Banquet Hall where he was 
given a place of honor. Acting in his official capacity, he asked a blessing 
upon the repast. 

Eminent Sir Stephen Higgins Douglas, as toastmaster, proposed a 
toast, wishing health and happiness to Sir Knight Bailey, which senti- 
ment was heartily participated in by the seventy-seven Sir Knights 
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present. Attention was then devoted to the following menu, served 
by Caterer Burke. 
Cantaloupes a la Lillian Russell 
Consomme Princess 
Soup Sticks Saltines 
Chicken Salad 
Filet of Beef Mushroom Sauce 
Delmonico Croquettes 
Frozen Pudding Assorted Cake 
Coffee 
Cigars 


After the banquet had been disposed of, the toastmaster called upon 
Eminent Sirs Arnold,Cooke, Howard and Hilton as representatives of four 
periods of five years each of Sir Knight Bailey’s incumbency. Eminent 
Sir Arnold, during whose term of office Sir Knight Bailey was first elected, 
on October 13, 1896, generously said that all the credit for the selection 
of our Prelate was not due to him, because the choice was made after 
consultation with his officers, of whom he was pleased to see so many 
present on this occasion. He spoke in deep appreciation of the faithful 
service of Sir Knight Bailey. : 

Eminent Sir Cooke spoke in his customary happy vein, 
appreciation of our Excellent Prelate and expressed his pleasure and 
satisfaction regarding occasions of this nature. He stated that we 
should have more of them. 

Eminent Sir Howard paid a glowing tribute to the 
and told of the relief that he had felt as Commander, 
Bailey had consented to stand for re-election. 

Eminent Sir Hilton likened the office of Prelate to that o} 
over a church and said that the present incumbent was, 
be, one to whom all could look up with respect. 


voiced his 


Excellent Prelate 
when Sir Knight 


f the minister 
as he should 


Sir Knight Zeuner M. Jenks was next called upon, and representing 
the rank and file of the Commandery, spoke in part as follows: 


Excellent Prelate and Worshipful Brother Bailey: : . 

To me has been accorded the honor and privilege of giving expression 
to what is in our minds and hearts on this anniversary occasion, and I 
wish to assure you Sir, that your Commandery, from the humblest 
member of the rank and file, to the Eminent Commander who stands 
at the head, do most heartily thank you for the care and assiduity which 
you have exercised in fulfilling the duties of your most important office 
and on their behalf, I wish you God-speed and a continued happy life 
for years to come. It was indeed a happy thought which prompted 
this testimonial, because it gives your fraters the opportunity of putting 
their feelings into words which you may hear and deeds that you may 
witness. 
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; Sir Knight Bailey was then invited to speak and in a few sincere words 
he oak the pleasure and satisfaction that had been afforded him 
in the performance of his duties and again thanked the Sir Knights for 
their exhibition of kindly feelings toward him. 


: oo the banquet and between the after-dinner speeches, the 
. G. C. Orchestra of six pieces furnished music. 


The exercises were brought to a close by the singing of a parting 
song, at the close of which, Sir Everett Turner Reed, Standard Banner, 
appeared with our United States Flag, and ‘The Star Spangled-Banner” 
was sung, followed by three rousing cheers for ‘Old Glory.” 


ages ee were perfected and managed by a Committee con- 
a < of the Past Commanders, of which Eminent Sir Stephen Higgins 
uglas was chairman. It was in his mind that the event had its con- 


cepti i i 
oe ion and to his efforts, its successful realization is in no small part 


< Pinata officers elected by the Committee were: Treasurer, Emi- 
aa es Austin Cooke, Secretary, Eminent Sir Carlyle Capron 
. he sub-committees were as follows: Entertainment; Emi- 


nent Sirs Mills, D i : 
Howard. » Douglas, Spencer; Banquet, Eminent Sirs Prue, Hilton, 


Th A ad i 2 
he Be sie for which this Special Conclave was convened, having 

complis ed, the Eminent Commander declared the Commandery 
closed without form. 


This Commandery was hospitably entertained with several 
Hee Commanderies on Saint John’s Day, Saturday, June 
aes Les ae Commandery, No. 27, of Westerly, 
= oars oe Eminent Sir Frank Joseph Prue was 
Se : oF thirty-eight Sir Knights, who left Woon- 

ocket on the 8:40 A.M. train for Providence, where a short 
ae was made by the following Comuisindecies: St. Johns, 

0. 1, Milford, No. 11, Woonsocket, No. 24, and Bristol, 
No. 29, headed by Palestine Temple, A.A.O N M.S., Band 
the members of which were in Templar costume "making a 
rather unusual sight. After the parade, a special train for 
Westerly was taken at 10:00 o'clock per in due time 
Westerly was reached, where the Comimanderies were ~ 
ceived by Narragansett Commandery and all, together with 
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Palestine Commandery, No. 6, of New London, Conn., 
paraded through the business and residential sections of 


the town. 


Returning to the train, equipment was laid aside and the Sir Knights 
were invited to the Asylum of Narragansett Commandery, No. 27, 
where sandwiches and refreshing drinks were served. Special electric 
cars were then taken for Watch Hill and a course dinner was there 
served in the hotels at 1:30 p.M. Much jollity prevailed during the 
dinner; songs were sung with great gusto and joking and fun-making 
were present in abundance. 

After the dinner, Palestine Temple Band gave a concert on the 
piazza of the New Watch Hill House and the Sir Knights enjoyed the 
music or amused themselves in various ways about the grounds until five 
o'clock, when the special electric cars conveyed them back to Westerly, 
where the special train was waiting and leaving at 6:15 P. M., we arrived 
at Providence in time to board the 7:20 train for Woonsocket and 
reaching our Asylum safely, the Commandery was closed without 
form at 8:25 p.M., after a very enjoyable day, made more so by the 
pleasant weather, the knightly hospitality of our hosts, their attractive 
town and the beautiful scenery of Watch Hill. 
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CONCLUSION 


S we look back over this half-century of time, let us be 

A duly thankful to the “Giver of every good and perfect 

gift” that the period has been upon the whole a peace- 

ful one for our Country and that our Commandery has been 

permitted to continue her existence undisturbed by such 
conditions as prevailed just previous to her birth. 

The “variations and vicissitudes of time and fortune” 
have come, in truth, and of the little group of Sir Knights 
whose names are borne upon our Charter, all are now gone 
from us except one solitary survivor. 

When we think of the countries of Europe now engaged 
in a conflict the like of which this hoary old world of ours 
has never before witnessed, with civilized nation hurling 
itself against civilized nation in The Great War; brother 
against brother; let us hope and let us pray ‘‘for the advent 
of that glorious day when the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established in the top of the mountains, when 
swords shall be beaten into ploughshares and spears into 
Pruning-hooks; when nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more; when the 
reign of the Blessed Emanuel, the Prince of Peace, the Great 
Captain of our Salvation, shall become universal and eter- 
nal.” Let us hope and let us earnestly pray that our own 
beloved country may be able to conserve her neutrality and 
continue her progress, preserving her honor despite the frail 
barrier that separates her from also becoming a participant 
in the colossal struggle. Let us also hope for the ultimate 
triumph of the right and of truth, which we are taught to 
believe in, and pray for the speedy ending of this cruel, 
devastating war across the Atlantic. 


Str Knicuts: To our beloved Commandery! May she 
live and continue to prosper in the future in still greater 
measure than during the years which we have reviewed; 
may she ever be a force toward the things which are best 
and highest. 


FINIS 


